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ROYAL & HEADS  OF STATE CONNECTIONS 
There were three official visits by Queen Victoria in 1882, 1887 and 1897. 

The first visit followed the attempt on the Queenôs life in Windsor when Eton and Beaumont 

boys who were present helped to apprehend the assailant. 

 

                     
 

Other visitors: King Alfonso XIII of Spain 1906. 

                        King Carlos I of Portugal 1907 

  

                       
  

King Alfonso and Queen Ena (granddaughter of Queen Victoria) spent their honeymoon at 

Wardhouse - the Scottish estate of Major General Gordon OB. 
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              Prince Jaime                           Prince Alfonso with his wife Princess Beatrice    
 

  

 Prince Jaime Duke of Madrid Carlist claimant to the Spanish throne and Legitimist pretender 

to the French throne was at Beaumont 1881-6. 

  

Prince Alfonso, Duke of Galliera, Infante of Spain was married to Princess Beatrice (of Saxe-

Coburg & Gotha) granddaughter of Queen Victoria and Great Granddaughter of Tsar 

Alexander II 

  

Three other Spanish Royal Princes were at the school 1899 -1904 and Prince Jean de Borbon 

was at the school under the alias John Freeman 1914. 

  

 Juana Alfonsa Milan illegitimate daughter of King Alfonso XIII married the son of his friend 

and confidante Jose Quinones de Leon OB. 

  

                                                            

  

 

       Prince Sixte de Borbon-Parme                                Prince Michael Andreevich  
 

   Prince Michael Andreevich 

Prince Sixte de Borbon-Parme current Legitimist pretender to the French throne left 

the school in 1955. 

  

Prince Michael Andreevich of Russia, seen by many as the heir to the Tsar Nicholas II, was 

at the school when his family was given sanctuary at Frogmore by King George V in the 

1930s. 

  

The last Hapsburg Emperor Blessed Charles and his family were rescued from Austria in 

1919 by Colonel Edward Strutt OB known ñas the Saviour of the Hapsburgsò. 

 



!n 1891 the German Emperor visited his royal grandmother at Windsor; the Sunday Times 

noted that one of the features was the cheering by Eton Boys and those of their Catholic 

equivalent: Beaumont. 

  

 

The present Queen came to the School in its centenary year 1961 and commented that 

Beaumont was the most un-institutional establishment she had visited. 

  

The Queen presented a tea service for the Centenary Fund Raffle in 1957. Princess Grace of 

Monaco also made a gift. 

  

The Empress Eugenie of France and The Prince Imperial paid several informal visits to the 

school during their exile in England. Her nephews and heirs to her Spanish estates as well as 

godsons were at Beaumont. 

  

Three wives or mothers of OBs were Royal mistresses of Edward VII; Jeanne Princess de 

Sagan, Julia Marquise dôHautpoul and Marie Hope Vere. 

  

Sir Charles Russell OB assisted the King over difficulties with another mistress Daisy 

ñBabblingò Brooke. 

  

The Title Prince of Orange is held, not only by the Crown Prince of the Netherlands and 

Prince George Frederich of Prussia, but also by Guy Marquis de Nesle et de Mailly OB. 

  

Sir Patrick ñPaddyò Leigh Fermor wrote in ñThe Travellerôs Treeò; ñthe sons of European 

Princes go to Beaumont, Lesser aristocrats go to Ampleforthò. 

  

At the Coronation of King George V in 1911, some 60 boys took their places in Westminster 

Abbey with their parents through right of birth or invitation. 

  



                                                    

  

                          President Lopez                                          President Guxzman                                             President Blanco 

  

Emiliano Pessoa (Lopez) eldest son of the 3
rd

 President of Paraguay and national hero killed 

after the battle of Cerra Cora was at the school 1864 -8. 

  

The three sons of President Antonio Guzman Blanco of Venezuela ñthe illustrious Americanò 

were at Beaumont 1884-9. 

  

GENERAL  

The School colours are described as ñCambridge Blue, Oxford Blue and Windsor Brownò 

were first adopted by the Cricket X1 in the 19
th
 Century and by other sports by 1919. Up until 

then each sport had its own distinctive colours. 

Baron de Coubertin visited the school together with Eton, Harrow and Rugby in 1883 when 

he was investigating the revival of the Olympic movement. 

  

                                 

  

 

                         Evelyn Ellis                                                    Louis Bleriot   Louis Bleriot 

  

The first motor car journey in England was made in 1885 by the Hon Evelyn Ellis from his 

home on Englefield Green to Beaumont (it was downhill all the way; history does not relate 

whether he made a successful return.) 

  

Louis Bleriot the first man to fly the Channel in 1909 sent his son Louis to the school in 1923 

  



                                                    

  

 

      

  

Coco Chanel designed a) the ñlittle black dressò when in mourning for her lover  ñBoyò 

Capel OB after his death in 1919. It gained even greater popularity with designs by Edward 

Molyneux OB.  b) Her signature suit was based on the Beaumont Blazer worn by her nephew 

and ward André when he was at Beaumont. c) Her scent Chanel No5 was in memory of 

Capel. 

  

 
Twiggy modelling the BIBA style 

  

Stephen Fitz-Simon OB together with his wife Barbara Hulaniki owned BIBA ï the art-deco 

temple of fashion of the Sixties in London. 

 

  

 

    Desmond Knox-Leet 

  Desmond Knox-Leet OB, perfumer, founded Diptyque the legendary French fragrance 

company in Paris in 1968. 

  



                                               
 

When the School Cadet Corps was formed in 1906, its initial affiliation to the East Surrey 

Regiment was arranged through the personal intervention of FM the Earl Roberts VC the 

Commander in Chief. 

 

Capt. Sir George Dixie Bt KOSB presented the cup for the best cadet on the NCOôs Cadre in 

recognition of passing four years on the Western Front WW1 unscathed.  

  

.The School Cadet Corps had the distinction of wearing the Garter Star. It was awarded by 

King George VI for their role as part of the Home Lands Battalion of the Home Guard in 

WW2. The Corps was the only force affiliated to the Household Brigade up until the school 

closure. 

 

Tom Kelly Irish Guards was in succession, RSM, Adjutant and finally Commanding officer 

of the school Corps. He was also the Senior Sgt-Major of the Queenôs Body Guard of The 

Yeoman of the Guard. 

 

 Together with Eton, Beaumont had the distinction of their First XI playing at Lords (against 

the Oratory School) and sending the First VIII to Henley Royal Regatta. 

The first coloured cricketer to play at Lords was in a Beaumont side. 

 

 ñThe put me downò. When a newly established Beaumont asked Eton for a game of cricket 

the answer came back ñHarrow we know, Winchester we have heard of, but what is 

Beaumont. Beaumont replied ñBeaumont is what Eton was the school for Catholic 

gentlemanò. 

 

Beaumont was the only Catholic school to sponsor Captain Scottôs Antarctica Expedition 

1910 in the form of a Russian sled dog Kumgai which was re-named Beaumont. Several 

expeditions were sustained by Bohane OBs owned Kopke port. 

  

Two regions of Antarctica are named for OBs; The Mackay Mountains after Clarence 

Mackay, discovered by the Byrd expedition 1934. 

The Dion Islands, off the west coast of the Antarctic Peninsula, for the Marquis Jules Albert 

de Dion discovered by the French expedition 1908-10. 

  

  



 
< 

The Wild Bunch;- Sundance seated on left; Butch on the right 

  

Butch Cassidy leader of the Wild Bunch Gang and the Sundance Kid were killed outside one 

of the Bolivian silver mines of Carlos Aramayo OB after they had robbed the company 

payroll. 

  

 
  

Lady Florrie Dixie (nee Douglas) was the sister of OB Lord James Douglas and the mother of 

two OBs. She was a famed adventurous, journalist, and suffragette and was blamed for the 

death of John Browne by Queen Victoria. 

 

When Sir John Knill Bart, Lord Mayor of London, visited with his Beaumont educated son 

and also a future Lord Mayor, the carriage with four postilions came up the drive at a ñhand 

gallopò to pull up on their haunches at the front door. There was a deafening roar not only of 

welcome but for their style of arrival.  

 

Beaumont was probably the first of the international schools; Boys came from France (125), 

Spain (117), The Caribbean (71), USA (67), Argentina (53), India (56), Mexico (42), 

Australasia (33), Southern Africa (24), Canada (23), Portugal (32), Belgium (29) and many 

others from around the globe.  

 

When the General of The Jesuits visited from Rome in 1892 there was dense mist: he 

announced that an annual holiday be kept in his honour but stipulated that it must not be in 

the foggy season. 

 



The Argus and The Westmeath Guardian and Spanish Advocate were all periodicals written 

and produced by the pupils, several of whom became well-known in the literary world, before 

the official Beaumont Review was first published in 1894. 

 

Beaumont held a very important collection of Medieval and Reformation manuscripts and 

books in The Campbell Library. Important paintings include the work of Bartolome Murillo 

and a series of portraits from the boudoir of Queen Catherine consort of Charles II. In the 

museum there were mementoes of historic interest gifted by Old Boys diverse in nature from 

the Koran of the infamous Khalifa Abdullah, a case of razors that shaved King Louis XIV 

ñThe Sun Kingò, to a collection of several thousand birdsô eggs.  

 

  

  

MILITARY  
  

                      
  

Edmond Costello OB won his V C at Malakand 1897, rescuing a wounded Indian soldier 

when under fire, in the War against the Pashtun on the NW Indian Frontier. 

  

 BOER WAR 

  

110 OBs fought in the war; the largest contingent from any of the Catholic schools 

  



                                             

  
 

      General Gordon                                           The Rising Sun Badge                                               Morant 

  

Chief of Staff Australian forces was the Spanish born, Scottish aristocrat but Australian 

soldier Major General Joseph Gordon OB. Later he was Chief of the Australian General 

Staff. He also designed the ñRising Sunò Badge adopted as their official insignia  

  

Both General Gordon (Officer Commanding) and Capt Frederick de Bertodano (father of an 

OB) the investigating officer, were involved in the trial for murder and execution of 

Australian folk hero ñBreakerò Morant. 

 

                       

 

 The Cape Cycle Corps saw the first use of bicycles in War; the Corps was commanded by a 

member of the Cape Legislature - Cyril Owen Lewis OB. 

 

Henry Green with his school friend Arthur Wood (Hon Page to the Queen and son of the 

Field Marshal) went to Sandhurst together, commissioned into The Cameronians, went to the 

Boer War and fought at Spion Kop. Green rescued a wounded Wood under fire and was 

awarded the DSO. After the War They went on the Stage together.  

  

WORLD WAR ONE  

 

Beaumont suffered one of the highest number of casualties of any school 22%. Almost 600 

OBs served in Uniform; 138 died. 

 



                                                   

  

 

                George MacDonogh                                   Alexander Teixeira de Mattos    Alexander Teixeira de Mattos  

  

The head of Military Intelligence and the man that helped to set up MI5 & 6 was General Sir 

George MacDonogh, the senior Catholic General in the War. He was the Kingôs 

Representative to bring back the body of the Unknown Soldier. 

 

 Alexander Teixeira de Mattos , writer and theatre critic ñMan- about-Townò was Head of the 

Department of Trade Intelligence. 

 

                                                    
                                                          Hay of Seaton 

 

Malcolm Hay of Seaton was Head of MI 1b - Signals intelligence and code breaker. The 

forerunner of Bletchley Park. 

  

 Two OBs killed at the end of December 1914 were buried during the ñChristmas truceò with 

German officers present to pay their respects. In two separate places along the front, Lt 

Bernard Bernard Warwicks and Lt Richard Nugent Scots Gds. 

  

 Lt Wilfred Stapleton-Bretherton RF died as a POW of wounds in a German hospital in 1914; 

his sister Evelyn the Princess Blucher was a nurse for the German Red Cross. 



                                        

  

 

                       Prince Reginald de Croy                             Harry Butters   Harry Butters  

                                

Prince Reginald de Croy OB was head of the most successful resistance and escape 

organisation on the Western Front. Nurse Edith Cavell, shot as a spy, was one of his 

operatives. 

 

Lt Harry Butters OB the first American to join up for the War with the BEF was killed on the 

Somme 1916; his obituary in the press was written by his friend Winston Churchill. 

 

                                                     
  

André de Gennes OB was one of the most successful French fighter pilots and was known as 

ñthe Balloon Bursting Aceò. He shot down but sadly did not kill the future 

Reichsmarschall Goering. De Gennes was forced down and captured in July 1916. 

  

Lawrence of Arabiaôs commanding officer, mentor and collaborator that brought his plans to 

fruition was Colonel Pierce Joyce OB. 

  

 The most senior officer from the West Indies and of mixed race was Colonel William de 

Boisierre OB. 

  



 
  

On the Somme 1916, Eugene Vaughan DSO, godson of the Empress Eugenie commanded a 

company of the Grenadier Guards in one of the great defensive actions of the War in which 

they killed over one hundred Germans and took twenty prisoners. 

  

Lady Dorothie Moore (née Feilding) wife and mother of OBs was the first woman to receive 

a military decoration ï the MM in 1916.  She served as a volunteer nurse and ambulance 

driver. 

 

The British Liaison Officers with the French High Command were OBs: Capt Arthur Capel 

with Prime Minister Clemenceau, Capt Ct John de Salis with Marshal Joffre and Colonel 

(later Major General) Kevin Martin with Marshal Foch. 

  

 
Signing of the Armistice 

  

Captain James Marriott RN OB was one of the five Allied Witnesses to the German signing 

of the Armistice at Compiegne in  November 1918 

 

  



           

   

    

The Indian Army contingent on the Victory Parade London 1919.  The Contingent was led by 

Brigadier General Edmund Costello VC OB . 

  

11 Jesuit members of staff served as Chaplains. 

  

Cmdr Osmond Prentis RN OB, Captain HMS Wolverine sank the first Turkish shipping of 

the Ottoman Campaign 5 November 1914. 

  

Awards included 46 DSOs, 76 MCs & equivalents, 23 Foreign Bravery medals. 

  

  

WORLD WAR II  

 

                          

  

 

                      Kindertransport                                                Ogilvie-Forbes   Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes 

  

Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes, British diplomat, was the organiser of the ñKindertransportò to 

rescue Jewish children from Nazi Germany in 1938. 

  

General Jacek Dembinski ñHero of the Dneistrò and wartime Head of the Polish Forces in 

exile sent his son to Beaumont. 

  



                           
French Government May 1940, Provoust circled. (de Gaulle right rear) 

  

Jean Provoust OB was the French Minister of Information at the time of the fall of France. 

  

Andre Clasen OB, later the Luxemburg Ambassador in London was the man that brought his 

countryôs Government into exile rather than capitulate. 

  

Robert Hoare DSO OB commanded K Battery RHA at Hondegham 1940. Their stand and 

valour resulted in the Battery being renamed Hondegham to honour their rear guard action. 

  

 
  

The Allied Memorial to those that died during the evacuation at Dunkirk is on the Esplanade 

George Cavrois named for an honoured veteran of WWI and an OB. 

  

One of the first George Medals was awarded to John Cantopher OB for saving a crashed 

enemy bomber for intelligence by finding and releasing a time bomb following the Battle of 

Graveney Marsh ï the last armed fight between British Forces and enemy troops on English 

soil. 

  

Michael Clinton OB received one of only two George Medals and Bar for bomb disposal. 

  



                                
 

                  Michel dôArcangues                             Pierre de Vomecourt 

 

The two main escape routes out of France over the Pyrenees were organised by OBs; 

 the Mediterranean route by Tom Kenny assisted by Nancy Wake GM and the Atlantic 

 by Michel dôArcangues. A later route into Switzerland was organised by Frederick West VC  

the father of an OB. 
 

  

 

      Pierre de Vomecourt 

Beaumontôs greatest contribution to the War effort was with SOE and the French Resistance 

Movement. 

  

The founders of the French Resistance were OBs - SOE  Group leader  Baron Pierre de 

Vomecourt, his brother Philippe who later organised the largest breakout of a prison in 

wartime France and Jean who ran the resistance in Eastern France. He was captured and 

starved to death at Sachsenhausen. 

  

 

  

 

                 Brian Rafferty                                                         John Farmer   John Farmer 

  

British agents included Brian Rafferty executed on the gallows at Flossenburg in 1945, John 

Sehmer shot at Mauthausen 1944 and John Farmer who worked with Nancy Wake and 

survived; after the war he was an agent for MI6. 

  

Baron Jerome Anzon-Caccamissi OB French Intelligence Officer and member of the 

Resistance was also murdered at Mauthausen 1945. 

  



                             

  
 

                 Pierre Eugene Clairin                     Colonel Harold Stevens   Harold Stevens 

  

Resistance leaders included Edmund de Ayala OB of the champagne family, Ambrose de 

Lisle OB and Pierre Eugene Clairin OB the artist. 

  

Gilbert Renault ñColonel Remyò leading intelligence agent of the Free French sent his son to 

the school in 1946. 

 

Colonel Harold Stevens OB ran the Italian section of the BBC European Service. As ñIl 

Colonello Buona Seraò, he transmitted every evening. His name was found to be painted on 

houses during the invasion of Italy. 

  

Brigadier Raymond Maunsell OB was head of Security & Intelligence in the Middle East as 

such he ran several double agents within Axis Intelligence and broke the Kondor Circle. 

  

                                            
 Squadron Leader John Taylor DFC & Bar was one of the leading fighter aces of the War 

with 15 confirmed and 11 damaged. He was KIA leading 601 Sqn in June 1943. 

  



The De Haviland Mosquito, the most successful fighter bomber of the war, was designed and 

developed at Salisbury Hall Hertfordshire the home of Walter Goldsmith. John de Haviland 

and John Scrope OB were killed testing one of these aircraft in August 1943. 

  

It was reported by Vatican Radio that General Tomoyuki Yamashita ñthe Tiger of Malayaò 

and commander of the Japanese Army had been educated at Beaumont; there is no record of 

an OB of that name. 

  

The OB and ardent fascist Prince Jean de Borbon was placed on the MI5 watch list together 

with the father of two boys at the school - Spanish Air Attaché Carlos Sartorious. 

  

                         

  

 

        Nicholas Tindal-Carill-Worsley                                Alex Muirhead 
 

  Alex Muirhead 

Nicholas Tindal OB was one of the escape organisers for The Great Escape from Stalag Luft 

III. Nicholas was responsible for all the forged and ñacquiredò documents. 

 

Wing Cmdr The Marquis de Casa Maury OB Chief of Combined Operations Intelligence was 

credited with the success of the St Nazaire Raid ñthe greatest raid of allò in 1942 but was the 

only person to take responsibility for the disaster at Dieppe later that year. 

 

In the worst atrocity discovered by the British forces, Alex Muirhead SAS OB discovered the 

Belsen concentration camp. Colonel Hubert Cochrane OB compiled the evidence. Sir 

Theobald Mathew (father of an OB) ordered the prosecution and Brigadier Edmund Paton-

Walsh (father of OBs) oversaw the execution of those responsible. 

 

                                                    
  

                                                         Howard Gee 



 Howard Gee was one of only two civilian prisoners in Colditz, sent there after various 

escape attempts. He was later joined by Pierre de Vomecourt. 

  

Brigadier Willie van Cutsem OB headed the Political Intelligence Bureau assisted by Leopold 

Clasen which organised the treatment of Germans and their culture after hostilities ended. 

  

                                           

  

Painting of the regimental Drum Corporal of the 9
th
 Royal Lancers by leading sporting artist 

Raoul Millais presented to the Regiment in memory of Lt Col Ronald McDonnell OB  killed 

on the Coriano Ridge in Italy 1944. 

  

Of 20 OB POWs of the Japanese, 10 were on the Burma Railway and 2 were sent to the 

mines. They all survived. 

  
F/O Christopher Blundell-Hill RAFVR OB was the last fighter casualty of the War over 

Germany 1
st
 April 1945. 

  
The Wermacht Barracks at Verden occupied by the 51st Highland Division in 1945 and later 

by the 1st Armoured Division was renamed Sheil Barracks in memory of Brigadier William 

Sheil CBE, DSO & BAR OB killed in action. 

  

OTHER MILITARY FACTS  

 

Brigadier William Segrave OB was awarded 3 DSOs the first as a newly joined subaltern in 

the HLI in 1898 and two others in WW1. His school contemporary and brother officer in the 

HLI Brigadier Cuthbert Martin was also awarded 2 DSOs in WW1. 

  

F/O Tim McElhaw OB was the last pilot to shoot down another plane in close aerial combat - 

Israel 1948. 

  

James Sheppard OB, a naval surgeon, was awarded the GM for treating casualties following 

the Bedenham incident at Gibraltar in 1951 which killed 13 and hundreds were injured. 



                                 

 

                   HMS Affray                                                        Bill Anderson Bill Anderson 

  

Derrick Foster OB was second in command of the submarine HMS Affray which foundered 

off Alderney 1951; the worst loss of life in the Royal Navy since WW2. 

 

Major William Anderson OB was the only British Special Forces operative to work behind 

the enemy lines during the Korean War. 

 

                                            
 

 General Sir Basil Eugster OB was the first Catholic Colonel of the Irish Guards when 

appointed in 1969. 

  

Three OB Frenchmen have held commissions in the Irish Guards. In 1944, 5 OBs of the same 

year were commissioned into the Irish Guards on the same day. 

 

  

LEAGUE OF NATIONS  
  

     

 

                               Mark Sykes                           Flag of the Arab Revolt 
 



  

Col Sir Mark Sykes OB was;  

 

a) responsible for the Sykes/Picot agreement that divided the Middle East between British 

and French interests. 

b) drafted the Balfour agreement. 

c) revived many of the ME regional and national names 

d) designed the flag of ñthe Arab Revoltò and several of the national variations. 

 

The Hon Hugh OôBeirne OB Minister at the Foreign Office originally proposed a home for 

the Jews in Palestine. 

  

Henri Brenier OB brought about the International Opium agreement and was the French 

representative on the Drugs Advisory Council. 

  

Selskar Gunn OB was the American representative on the International Board of the Red 

Cross and a central figure in setting up the League Health Organisation. 

  

José Quinones de Leon OB was the Spanish diplomat that proposed, and the leading 

proponent, of the admittance of Germany to the League in 1925. 

  

POLITICS & DIPLOMATIC  
  

The majority of OB MPs, up until the Great War, took the Liberal Whip or were Irish 

Nationalists. 

  

George Hennessey OB, 1
st
 Lord Windlesham was Vice Chairman of the Conservative party 

1931-41 

  

The wife of Henry Hornyold-Strickland OB  - the Hon Mary chaired the Conservative Party 

Conference in 1947. 

  

                                

 

          Granard  in the centre                                              Sir Philip de Zulueta Philip de Zulueta 



  

8
th
 Earl of Granard OB was the last holder of the political appointment of Master of the Horse 

1907-15. He then held the Court appointment 1923-36. 

 

Sir Philip de Zulueta OB was Private Secretary and foreign affairs adviser to Prime Ministers 

Anthony Eden and Harold Macmillan. 

   

Following Sir Oswald Mosleyôs formation of the British Union of Fascists there was a group 

formed at Beaumont in the late Thirties. The aunt of George Spence OB was married to 

Baldur von Schirich Head of the Hitler Youth Movement. 

  

 Five OBs, as Ambassadors to the Court of St James, were appointed GCVO; the highest 

personal honour by the British Monarch. 

Luxemburg ï André Clasen 

Portugal  - Duke of Palmella 

Spain ï Marquis Merry Del Val, Duke of Berwick & Alba, Duke of Baena. 

  

                                             

 

               Marquis Merry Del Val                                         Duke of Berwick  & Alba 
 

  

 The homes of several OBs are now official Government residences; 

                         

 

                Yarralumla                                                                Eden Hall Eden Hall 

  

Yarralumla ï Murray family - Governor of Australia. 

 Eden Hall    - Vivian Bath  - Governor of Singapore, now the British High 

                      Commissioner. 

Glencairn House ï Croker family ï Ambassador of Great Britain to Ireland. 

Av George V ï  José Quinones de Leon ï Ambassador of Spain to France. 

56 Av dôIena ï Arthur ñBoyò Capel - Ambassador of Egypt to France. 



Hacienda Santa Catalina ï Jorge Gomez y Parada ï Ambassador of The Russian Federation 

to Mexico. 

  

AUSTRALIA  
  

Two Prime Ministers sent their sons to the school ï Sir Henry Parker and William Bede 

Dalley the first Australian to be appointed to the Privy Council. 

  

CANADA  
  

Robert Horne-Payne OB through his British Empire Trust Company was one of the major 

investors in opening up the Western Provinces at the turn of the century. The town of 

Hornepayne in Northern Ontario is named after him. 

  

George Sandfield Macdonald OB was the son of the Hon Andrew Macdonald the youngest 

ñFather of the Confederation of Canadaò. 

  

George Vanier, soldier, High Commissioner in London and later the first French Canadian 

Governor General sent his three sons to the School. The youngest Jean OB is the founder of 

the International Charity ï LôArche. 

  

Kevin OôNeill from Bletchley Park became Head of the Communications Branch of The 

National Research Council then renamed the Communications Security Establishment 

(Canadian intelligence equivalent of GCHQ) from 1971 to 1980. 

  

IRELAND  
  

The first president of Sinn Fein was Edward Martyn, author, playwright and art collector. He 

was succeeded by another OB ï John Sweetman. 

  

The Defence counsel for Sir Roger Casement at his trial for treason in 1916 was Alexander 

Sullivan OB. 

  

Among those that negotiated the Anglo-Irish Treaty1921 was Irish Privy Councillor Sir 

Stanley Harrington OB. 

                                  

 

    

  

On the left of politics, Dr Noel Browne was appointed Minister of Health 1948, while on the 

right, Gerard Sweetman was Minister of Finance in 1954. 

  



                                   
Colonel Justin McCarthy OB led the first Irish UN peacekeeping mission in 1958 (to the 

Lebanon) and he was commemorated on a 55 cent postage stamp. 

  

  

FRANCE 
 

  

                               
  

The Chateau dôUsse  home of the Prince de Blacas was the inspiration for Perraultôs 

ñSleeping Beautyò and the Disney castle. 

  


