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We of course know that Beaumont produced no great leaders on
the world stage but that does not mean that they have not changed the course of
history knowingly or not. This was brought to my attention by Gregory Hinds who
had seen Nigel Farage on Breakfast TV during the Election campaign last
November. Asked what he would be doing for the rest of the day, with the interviewer
no doubt expecting him to say where he was electioneering. Instead he said he
would be paying tribute to the late Jerry Gilmore, a wonderful surgeon who in 1987
removed a cancerous tumour from him. He finished by saying, 'l might not be here
but for Jedewynyods nedepelrti se with the scal pel
That is not the only example: Mark Sykes with his French counterpart divided the

Middle East in the interest of their masters and the Arabs live with the consequences

today. Hu g h O 6 Bvasithe Rogeign Office Minister who first mooted the idea of a

Jewish homeland in order to galvanise world Jewry to the cause of the Allies in WW1

bringing about the Balfour Declaration. It was a plot by three Spanish nobles- Alba,

Merrito and Leon that brought Franco to North Africa to take command of the

Nationalist forces: the country still remains fixated by that civiwar. Ter ence OO0 Br i e
held the Chairmanshi p duafPresigentdiethe UM 8eaukitpa nd 6s T
Council in 1993 when dealing with the ethnic cleansing of the war in Bosnia. As you

will read later on in The Review, Bobby de Casa Maury was held responsible for

what some consider to be the worst disaster of WW 2 and Cardi nal Merry del '\
repression of @A Modeltaa s m\acotiageratdisesly Grevaimtac h .
an International organisation for those intellectually handicapped. Allegations make

Jean a flawed character which is difficult to reconcile against what he achieved for

the disadvantaged. | would still like to think that seeing this record many will consider
Beaumont as a force for good fealingthatthere are i g h
thosewho woul d sayviel tbeemowsltd angl ed at birt

teo
ho.
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A new document prepared by John Flood - The Beaumont HCPT Legacy has
been added under CHARITIES dropdown HCPT.

B U LUNCH

The date is Monday 5" October: please put it in the diary.

OBITUARIES

| regret to inform you of the deaths of Michael de Bertodano, Marquis del Moral,
Anglo - Spanish aristocrat, Michael Perrett-Young, Brigadier & Director of The
Intelligence Corps. Mrs Pat Scott, wife of Tony, and teacher of ballroom dancing.
Joy Fiennes widow of Gerard and generous BU hostess. Rosemary Duncombe
widow of Derek. Pyers Anthony Joseph Southwell, 7th Viscount Southwell of
Castle Mattress, related to many Beaumont families. Paul Bedford the last of the
Bedford boys, David Crewe-Read well known antique dealer and finally John
Mathew QC Captain of everything at School and sensational case lawyer.

See Obituaries Section

These include John Bracey-Gibbon, John Hanrahan, Henry Stevens, and Jerry
Gilmore Michael Perrett-Young. Michael de Bertodano, Pyers Southwell and
David Crewe-Read.

| hope to publish a tribute to Paul Bedford and John Mathew in the next
edition.



Brother Michael Strode the founder of HCPT died 29 December at Caldey Abbey.
Educated at Haileybury and St Thomasds, serv
Doctor, Beaumont became involved with him in 1958 when the Trust was being

formed. Not only an inspiration for his work for the less fortunate but The Trust has

been one of the binding forces that has kept the BU stong and made us what we are

today. There will be a Memorial Mass at Westminster Cathedral Tuesday 23"

June at 2.30pm.

Vanier Scandal

It is very sad to report that a statement has been issued to the press concerning one
of our most distinguished OBs and one can only hope that this scandal will not prove
detriment al to the outstanding work of LO6Arc

AFounder of French c ha elivesyfpaopl®withlealnipjged 1 mpr ov
disabilities for over half a century had also sexually abused at least six women, the
charity has revealed in a new internal report.



The report, released last week by the French-o ased charity, L6Arche |
said that Jean Vanier,t he charitydés founder, had engagec
relationshipso with women from 1970 to 2005
the victims.

None of the women who said they had been abused by Mr. Vanier had a disability.
Some worked in the community, and some were nunsa

NOTICES.

BOFS

The BOFS will be in Lourdes 15 - 19 April in conjunction with the annual HCPT
pilgrimage. We will of course remember you all at the Grotto and at the various
Masses. We will also raise a glass or two to absent friends and the Spirit of
Beaumont. The Carmen and the Pater Noster will drift melodiously on the night air 1
AAeterna non Caducao.

BUGS.



The annual meeting will take place at Westerham Golf Club 27th May: not only
players but supporters most welcome. Details from The Hon Secretary Nigel
Courtney nigel@courtneynet.com

Museum.

We make progress, having gathered a fair amount of clothing and memorabilia at St
Johndés. 1t is now a question of making the d
t he boys. | 6m working to this end with Giles

BUEF.


mailto:nigel@courtneynet.com

We are returning to the Battlefields and Verdun in particular. The Party led by Philip

Stevens will be in France 17 5Jun e . It says a good deal about
and the spirit of the BU that the majority going went on the last trip T it will be a

great party!

MUST SEE T MUST HEAR T MUST SEE T MUST HEAR

ASTREETWI S HNeéw Mudidalevritten by Ant Stevens who
wrote the lyricsfori Powder & Pai nt

a{ ¢ w9 9 Crde bysiOAE



Book & Lyricg Ant Stevens

Musicc Isabelle Fisher Michalakis

SWINDON ARTS CENTRE

Devizes Road

Swindon Old Town

SN1 4BJ

Wed 20" ¢ Sat 23" May 2020



This highly topical new musical comedy tells the story of how a hapless bunch of
rough sleepers take under their wing a middle class lady who has fallen on hard
times. W.ith their heart breaking case histories, eccentric behaviour and love
interests, this play will make you laugh and cry in equal measure.

Tickets: £17.50. Students: £15.00

Curtain up: Wednesday - Saturday i 7.30 pm;

Saturday Matinée 2.30 pm.



Box Office: 01793 524481

https://swindontheatres.co.uk/Online/what®n-swindonarts-centre

EdL NBO2YYSYyR @&2dz MdkaaAIGEyE 22y ! (yKISQ &b 92¢0 K&
G Yiryieo performed by Crediton Opera.

MUST READMUST READMUST READ

Inarecent REVIEW LJdzof A OA &SR (GKS yS¢g y20St aa
/L YSNRBY® 9ddty R28a& y2G YSydrazy . 8 dzrz,
(KS olyla 2F GKS ¢KIFYSa ySINI 2AyYRA2NE
2FT (0KS GKNBS YSYy Ay al RSt SAySQa fATFS «

EUAN CAMERON



https://swindontheatres.co.uk/Online/whats-on-swindon-arts-centre

"Immersive, nuanced, impeccably researched” IAN RANKIN

"Beautifully written and moving" ALLAN MASSIE

"Poignant, nostalgic and redolent of the smell of France" SIMON BRETT

il always stay at the Louisiane when | oGimParis, if only for sentimental reasons. It is
not the most comfortable of hotels, but | like to think of figures such as Henry Miller
and Ezra Pound staying there in the years between the wars. There is still a lingering
louche whiff of a hotel de passe, and of what | imagine Paris to have been like in the
immediate post-war period, with those cobbled streets, open-backed buses and the
faces that you see in Br a s sphoto@raphs. 0

Madeleine is a perfectly-formed, psychologically acute first novel of love and war,
shameful secrets and cowardly treachery. Euan C a me r @rosé sparkles with
unsettling beauty and intelligence as he vividly brings to life the world of the
French haute bourgeoisie that is shot through with chauvinism, moralistic posturing
and anti-Semitism.

ED: It was on my wish list at Christmas and | can but concur with the REVIEWS.
Euandés style, descriptive passages brought
considerable understanding. My years in France, | came across many of those who

lived through those times and the difficult choices families made. Do go and buy a

copy - you will not be disappointed.

Jesuit Livery Alumni - Blandyke Dinner - Save the Date -
Tuesday 23rd June.

t



Through Christopher Graffius (Stonyhurst and Gunmaker), The Committee is
planning to hold the dinner in the Court Room at Gunmakers' Hall (The Proof House,
48-52 Commercial Road, E1). Following the very interesting discussion at the last
dinner, Christopher has kindly offered to continue the theme of Jesuits in the City of
London.

Space is limited at the Court room at Gunmakers' Hall so it would be most helpful if
you could let Steve Hodkinson know as quickly as possible whether you are likely to
attend.

Steve Hodkinson (MountStMar y6s) T: 07801 397 799
E: steve.hodkinson@btinternet.com

B U REUNION CHOIR

It has been mooted that we produce another
AThen & No wo digitalised ie-aarking of lymns / motifs sung in the 1958
recording for Christ The King and Thel962 Carols recording. To this we would add

some others in particular 2 hymns written by Samuel Smith the first Music Master at
Beaumont for over 40 years and who wrote The Carmen. These are fiSummer Suns

are Glowingoto thetuneof i Ru add For e v e t oNldiv tnoerd . Werkin s 0
progress.

PAST EVENTS

The Beaumont HCPT Remembrance Mass & Reception

Phil Sparke Chief Executive of HCPT and the Headquarter Staff arranged a Mass
and Reception at Our Lady of Victories, Kensington on 28" November in recognition
of the association Beaumont has had since the inception of HCPT in 1956. Past

C


mailto:steve.hodkinson@btinternet.com

Trustees, Group leaders, helpers, BOFS and Friends gathered for the Mass

celebrated by Mgr.Jim Curry (Hon) and Fr Kevin Fox SJ (Hon). We were fortunate

tohave a sung mass with the Churchés Director
soloist soprano Rebecca Hardwick (Missa de Angelis) together with the Beaumont

Pater Noster. This was a treatindeed asyouwils ee fr om Rebeccads CV
of the article. After Mass we enjoyed wine and sandwiches before an HCPT update

given by Phil Sparke. Among those OB present were John Wolff, David Liston,

Richard Sheehan, Jerry Hawthorne, Mike de Wolff, John Flood, Mike Wortley,

Patrick Burgess, Michael Burgess, Chris Tailby, Anthony Outred, Robert

Wilkinson and Mandy Bedford.

The History of Our Lady of Victories with its Beaumont connections.

In the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, right in the middle of one of the
busiest and most fashionable streets in Central London, stands the church of Our



Lady of Victories, the on time Pro-Cathedral of the Archdiocese of Westminster.

It has historic links dating back centuries. Mass has been said daily in Kensington
since long before the Roman Catholic Faith was banished at the time of the
Reformation.

The resumption of regular Catholic services commenced in 1794 after a break of
nearly 250 years, as numerous French aristocrats, priests and nuns fled the terrors
of the French Revolution and found a friendly and tolerant welcome in Kensington,
the continuity of public Mass has been unbroken in the Parish ever since.

Prior to the re-opening of Catholic churches, Mass in this period was said in Catholic
Embassies or in private houses when both priests and occupiers were in constant
danger for practising their faith. In 1866 the Carmelites opened the first large
Catholic church in the district and three years later the parish church of Our Lady of
Victories opened on 2 July 1869, the Feast of the Visitation, and became the Pro-
Cathedral of the Archdiocese of Westminster.

The great Cathedral Church of Westminster as we know it today was not built until
1903 so wuntil t h aeautfuichuech waKthef@semaosgQathalicd s
church in England.

Many great occasions took pl alabdeeim&887%High At Que
Mass was celebrated in the presence of Cardinal Manning, sung by the Papal Envoy

and attended by all the Hierarchy and leading Catholics in England including many

OBs

The following year, the jubilee of 50 years of priesthood of Pope Leo XlII was the

occasion of another glittering assembly in t
Bl ess Our Popetohewafsi rssutngt ifnmer in public. This
Sacrament Divineo, were composed by the cur a
Charles Cox.

On a black September night, 13 September 1940, German bombers struck. Four
incendiary bombs landed on the roof of the church and in the short space of two and
a half hours it was completely devastated and burned to the ground. The Blessed
Sacrament was saved and taken by the priests to the nearby Carmelite Church.

Re-building was not permitted until well after the end of the war, so it was a parish
without a church. But under the parish priest of the time, Canon Walton, miracles
were workedit he motto was fASurvival o.

Daily Mass and all services were maintained without a break, first in the local Odeon
cinema, and then in the premises of Cavendish Furnishings i forever after known as
ASt Cavendi s hos DintheCompent of tsemAssonmpion ia Kensington
Square, in the hall at the back of the burnt out church and finally in the local
Congregational Church, Allan Street, leased to us with great goodwill.



A succession of parish priests i Canon Bagshawe, Mgr Kelleher and Father Drumm
T worked hard to raise funds for a new church. In 1952 the architect Adrian Gilbert
Scott was commissioned by Canon Bagshawe to design a new church. On 16 April
1959 the rebuilt church of Our Lady of Victories, was once again opened as the
Parish Church of Kensington by Cardinal Archbishop William Godfrey amidst great
rejoicing.

The Consecration of the Church and High Altar was performed by Bishop Derek
Worlock, formerly curate in Kensington and later Archbishop of Liverpool, on the 26
May 1971 in the presence of Cardinal Heenan. Bishop Worlock was the brother in
Law of Mr Haywood French Master and rowing Coach and uncle of John Haywood
(63).

Rebecca Hardwick

Rebecca Hardwick made her Royal Opera debut in the 2018/19 Season as First
Bridesmaid (Le nozze di Figaro). She has previously sung at the Royal Opera House
as Victorian (Al i ced6s Advent ujirtse Linbury Stadio dheatré. a n d

Hardwick studied Music at the University of York and went on to study singing on a
scholarship at the Royal Coll ege of Music an
Opera Works course. She was selected to join the Monteverdi Choir6 s

Apprenticeship Programme, and continues to appear internationally with the Choir.

She has s unMpdBesswithehe English Baroque soloists and was

nominated for the Joaninha Award by Sir John Eliot Gardiner. Her operatic repertory

includes the title role in Rodelinda, Zerbinetta (Ariadne auf Naxos) with Berlin Opera
Academy, Dot /Tie&Egchapt®ddPig)e and Lay Sister (Suor Angelica) and

Cousin (Madama Butterfly) as a Young Artist for Opera Holland Park. She has also



performed with Bergen National Opera, at the Aix-en-Provence Festival and at the
BBC Proms.

HENRY STEVENSG6 FUNERAL

Took place at the church of The Divine Motherhood & St Francis of Assisi Midhurst

on the 4™ December. OBs present: Ant Stevens (brother), Dominic and Philip

Stevens (cousins) together with his friends John and Annie Wolff, Guy and Paula

Bailey, Mike Parker, Mathew Guinness, Robert and Annie Wilkinson, Bill

Gammell, John Flood , Mandy Bedford and Dara Williams.Henr y6s son Jul i
(wearing his fathero6s tie) gave the eulogy w
that section.

Knowing what the BU meant to Henry a Family Pew was reserved for the OBs

Ed: Here are some of the tributes that were sent to me

Tony Waldeck

Thank you for sending me the sad news concerning Henry's death. Henry was
regarded with some awe among those slightly junior to him at Beaumont. He had
swagger and style - which most of us couldn't hope to possess!

Edwin de Lisle

Henry became a good friend and very kindly at a mo me nniotiwesprovided ponies

for Alexander to play at the ABU rateo which
gave us a good special deal. He was always reliable and the ponies were also

always consistently good. The Polo world will miss him as he was also a steadying

influence with agitated polo mothers ! Requiescat in Pace.

Jacques Leuba



A good man and a wonderful polo coach and great umpire.

Tom Scanlon

Ohno'What 6s to be sai d?

As a Beaumont cricketer, four years younger than him, | got to know Henry well. He
was the only person who called me Tommy and

We played a lot together when the Pilgrims were still going and | sometimes travelled
with him in his car and his little daughter on my knee in the front of his car...health
and safety being not then as it is now.

Henry suffered the dreadful tragedy of her and his by then ex-wife being killed in a
boat explosion in Hong Kong.

He was both handsome and charming and it was noticeable that women found him
very attractive! This included the wife of a famous motor-racing driver.

| know that he later married again and had a son whom | met at a BU dinner; that
al so happened to be the |l ast time | saw Henr
again.

He was altogether an outstanding sportsman. As a fast bowler, he had an action as
smooth and beautiful as any professional. He was a fine rugby player in the centre,
good enough to play for the London Irish first XV and his county of Sussex. At school
he had been Captain of Boxing. And of course it was Polo that really took hold of him
later and at which he was, | heard, a very successful player and coach (is this right,
Robert?) YES!!.

| have nothing but fond memories of Henry and | am so sad to know that he has
gone.

Charles Halliday



Henry Stevens RIP.....he was a sporting hero of my first couple of years at
Beaumont....very good, like Brian Baker, at all sports he touched. Fr Ezechiel said
his bowling action resembled that of Ray Lindwall, the great Australian fast bowler of
those days....I wish our paths had crossed in later years.

Richard Sheehan

Again, so sorry to hear of the death of a great BU character. May he rest in peace.
Although ahead of me | knew Henry from London Irish Rugby Club where at one
stage we played on the same team. He was a great sportsman and of course, as
you say, a very good polo player and polo umpire. He will be greatly missed.

Adrian Naughten

| always remember going back as an OB to play for BU Rugby team against the
School in 1964. Though | played Full Back for the 1st XV in 1959, | was invited to
play in the Centre alongside Henry: | spent most of the afternoon standing well
ahead of him (probably offside) because He was so quick | struggled to keep up with

Tony Parish



No caption needed

THE MIKE BEDFORD CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

The | ate | amented Mikeds lunching club met
the first Friday of December. 16 of us gathered to remember Mike and past members

of the group i Jack Wolff (34), Brian Dillon (48), Tony Mathews (53), Graeme

Grant (62), Robin Mulcahy (58) Jerry Gilmore (60) and Henry Stevens (58). For

the first time dispensation was received from the Club Chairman for a female guest

to join us i Mandy Bedford (tradition had it that no woman had crossed the

threshold since 1762). It was also poignant that as we sat down to lunch Jerry

Gilmore (also a Boodles member) was being laid to rest at Highworth.
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Patrick had found a blue AStudilBPeepinA0d ti e
conversation with Ant Stevens.




John Wolff arrived with the port. Chris Tailby (not shooting this year)

Past Boaters Nigel Courtney with Mike Wortley



Felt maker Bi | | Gammel | and ABoot maker o
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m,

Fi

t zGer al

d

O6Connor

and

Ri



President Guy Bailey with Secretary Mandy Bedford



Ed: For reasons unknown my Email provider does not like Boodles and
continually sends missives under that name to Spam. | apologised to past
Chairman Patrick Burgess for this ignorance to which he replied:-

ADo you think it usodlbséMammmangorof tansodiesd ks of
fl eshpots) ?0

My answer was that it probably thought thatthe BU werefi Dan dy d o o(evéne s 0 .
if showing our age)

JERRY GI LMOREG6s REQUI EM

Jerrydos Requiem took place "danua§t oJamidpasks&ga

houseo. His 9 children describing themselves
gave one of the eulogies the other by fellow surgeon David Badenoch, who out of
respect for the Church, felt he coulid not de

could be said that Jerry certainly lived life to the full. The number present bore



witness to the huge number of friends that Jerry had made in his lifetime and the B U
was proud to count Jerry as one of our own.

Among t he OBOG sGupBadey,eAnthonywe&haneellor-Weale, Peter

Tolhurst, Emrys Williams, Jerry Ford, Derek Hollamby, Peter Hughes, Hugh

Mitchell, Kevin Ryan, Mark Addison, Duncan Grant, Bill Gammell, Tim
FitzGerald O6Connor , Blwgesy JohmuRlood, Mike Woetleyr i ¢ k
Charlie Poels, Ant Stevens, Richard Sheehan, Jonathan Johnson, Robert

Wil kinson, Mandy Bedf ord, anAhotRra®@BtwhdBnali | ey 6 s
remain nameless, with a lapse of memory, went to Farm Street to find an empty

church: at least Jerry was remembered in two places at once.

Tribute

The Letter fr om Anthony Clascellpnr-\Véeale says it allle n d

The Funeral for Jerry in December was very sad but also uplifting. All his nine
children joined in the Eulogy and spoke about him his talent his generosity, his
loyalty and his paternal interest in all his children and grandchildren and the support
he gave to his friends and patients. On Christmas day, Jerry used to round up his
children and take them to hospital to sing Christmas carols to his and other patients.
He was a loyal and wonderful friend to me over the sixty three years we have been
chums with never a cross word or ungracious remark.

He sent all his children to Public school and | used to joke to him that he alone was
keeping the Public Schools movement going by contributing to their funds for nearly
fifty years. Jerry didn't like dogs much but his children did but weren't allowed one at
home. So | used to invite the three youngest children to an annual birthday party for
my Springer Spanial Ophelia which they loved coming to and could spoil my dog to
their hearts' content. However, this summer had a luncheon party at his lovely home
in Hook. Several of us came bringing our dogs with us, to which Jerry made no
comment so he mellowed at last.

He valued his membership of the BU and was very proud to wear his BU tie
and in his will Jerry left a bequest of £1000 for Champagne at our Annual lunch



David Martin sent me a press cutting in which the actress Wendy Richard praised

Jerry after a Breast cancerop. il candét praise Jerry Gil more

| have bad news for Sean Connery because
is Godobés gift to womeno

St Jo@Bs& Stonyhurst OBs Rugby.

The Editor could not be there and relied on this Sonyhurst report

fOn Saturday 8th February, two teams of OS
to celebrate the shared tradition of Jesuit education that binds the schools together.

SJB OS took on SMH OS in a match the surpassed all expectations in its skill,

physicality and the spirit in which it was played. After 80 minutes, only a single score
separated the sides, making SMH the inaugural winners of the Dermot Gogarty

Memorial Cup. A span of two decades of OS were represented on the field and over

100 OS came along to support, making this a truly special event. Huge thanks to

Giles Delaney, Patrick Hennessy and Susann Laughton for their generosity in

hel ping to host this event at St Johnoés.
laughter at a local hostelryo .

as
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OTHER NEWS.

a RUSSELL Lord Mayor of London.

William Russell is the fifth in his dynasty to be the Lord Mayor of London. He is the
son of Antony (51) who died tragically young at 32 when William was only one. He
is the grandson of Denis (27) and Gt grandson of the Hon.Cyril (83). He was
educated at Eton and Durham University.



fAlderman William Russell took office as the 692nd Lord Mayor of the City of London
on 8th November 2019. He served as a Sheriff of the City of London in 2016-17 and,
in that capacity, supported the then Lord Mayor, undertaking numerous visits and
official functions.

William has over thirty islandbusingss€ity maudinge nc e
holding senior positions in the national and international Banking sector. In 1987 he

went to work for First Boston Corporation before joining Merrill Lynch in 1992 as an
Investment Banker in Institutional Equity Sales, working in Asia, New York and

London. William is currently Chair of CDAM, a London based Asset Management

business and Senior Advisor to STJ Advisors.



William served on the Board of Innovate Finance, the industry body for the UK based
Fintech community and is also an educational entrepreneur, as the co-Founder and
Chair of Knightsbridge School and a Director of Knightsbridge School International
(KSI). William is also a member of the Campaign Board for Durham Inspired.

Alderman Russell has a number of charitable interests: he has served as Chair of

the Development Board of the Royal Court Theatre (Anthony Burton CBE (66) is

the Council Chairman); he is a Board Member of the Guildhall School of Music and

Drama; he is also on the Council of the Royal Theatrical Support Trust. He is

immediate past Chair of Prostate Cancer UK and is currently Deputy Chair of

Pl ace2Be, a chil dr ends Joe2019 adis amemabertofithec har i t vy
Barbican Centre Board.

William was elected Alderman for the Ward of Bread Street in March 2013 and has

since served on a number of the City of London Corporation Committees including

the Policy & Resources Committee and the Education Board. William is also a

Governor of the City of London School for Girls and is a past Governor of the
Haberdashers6é6 Askeds School for Girls, Adams
Academy. William is a Court Assistant to bot
theFel t maker sé L i (Feltmgker®asinMasters iacdude Patrick,

Michael and Brian Burgess and Bill Gammell) as well as an Honorary Liveryman

A

ofthePavi orsé6aCompany

William asked Mandy Bedford if it was possible to have a Résumé of Beaumont
Russells on both male and female lines: the Editor is providing the details of 31.

Articles

A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER



Part 1

The year from September 1939 to September 1940 was like no other and that
first year of the War was unlike any other. One soldier was to writ
us, Come yoursel fi,ThDowsndts sneond |lJaecseust or chil di

The devastation of the Great War had greatly destabilized Europe, and in many

respects World War Il grew out of issues left unresolved by that earlier conflict. In

particular, political and economic instability in Germany, and lingering resentment

over the harsh terms imposed by the Versailles Treaty, fuelled the rise to power

of Hitler. Throughout the 1930s, several events conspired to push the world back to

the brink of war. The Spanish Civil War, the Anschluss of Austria, the occupation of

the Sudetenland and the subsequent invasion of Czechoslovakia all became key

components of the potent tinderbox that was Europe in the late 1930s. fA Ci vi | i sat i
on the operating table and we sit in the wai

At Beaumont school life seen through The Review July 1939 continued as if

oblivious of world events: the exterior of the College had been assuming a fresh coat

of paint on all the windows and the Cricket
coat of cream paint, set off with the school colours. The weather was inclement for



much of the term except for Speech Day when the Corps of Drums, for the first time,

provided the music for the Trooping the Colour ceremony. A Party from Higher Line

motored overfortea and Tenni s at Errol ston House, th
Maryo6s: It goes without saying that they wer
hostesses. The BU dinner was at the Café Royale, Commander Huddleston (95) of

Sawston Hall was in the Chair. It was also noted that John Darwood (90) arrived in

this country to receive a knighthood at the final investiture before war was declared.

John was a colonial entrepreneur and had developed a huge timber empire in

Burma. He had also built, at the turn of the century The Strand Hotel in Rangoon,

and listed as one of the great hotels of the world during those leisured times. The

Oratory match at Lordswaslost but Higher | ine fAhad every
dressed as they were very fittingly in silk hat and tails T and no one regretted the
facto I n August, the Beaumont Pilgrims we

played at the attractive parkland setting of Old Windsor, they departed for a couple of
weeks to enjoy house party hospitality andtoplay agai nst various Gent
as well as the annual matches against both the Heythrop and Cricklade Hunts.

The OTC Officers of 639: the three cadets 1in
John Corbould Coldstream Gds, Edward Bruen Rajputana Rifles, Eustace
McNaught RA.



Despite this front of normality, the OTC Camps were cancelled by the War Office to
conserve military supplies. On his Dukesit to
of Berwick & Alba(96)s poke of At he defeat of pagani smo

In the First War, many OBs had joined up out of a sense of patriotism, but after the
Somme they soon became disillusioned. They continued the fight out of loyalty to
their comrades, especially the friends that had been killed; their sacrifice should not
have been in vain. Those feelings about this next conflict were less common but their
motivation stemmed from the moral cause. Some of the boys at Beaumont may have
toyed with fascism, and as a whole supported the Nationalist cause in Spain, but
Nazism was a different creed and one that was held in abhorrence. Even before
War was declared there were over 100 OBs serving as regulars in HM forces.

The Nazi creed was publicised by George Ogilvie-Forbes (09) who had arrived in

1937 as Counsellor and deputy to the Ambassador Sir Neville Henderson in Berlin. It

did not take |l ong before he was expressing t
Germans are unfit for human society in their treatment of the Jewishp e op | e 0. It
wasnoét that the Government in England did no



guite enough. Neville Chamberl ain said ANO
dondt <car e ab ehutthattismet sufficreptsoeckplainthep o gr o mo . I n
1938, Frankin Roosevelt convened the Evian Conference to discuss the growing

refugee problem, the direct result of German policy. Countries were asked to take

guotas but their reluctance was summed up by
racialpr obl em and we are not desirous of i mport
Jews who might be a threat to the indigenous workforce. In the end the British

agreed to take 40 thousand and allow a similar number into the Protectorate of

Palestine

The World might take them reluctantly, but the Third Reich was not going to let them

go without all the official paperwork being correct and exorbitant taxes paid before
departure. George saw it as his responsibild]i
the German authorities and where it was not forthcoming to assist the clandestine

operations of others.

After fAKristallnachto, George sent a strongl
words strong enough in condemnation of the disgusting treatment of so many

innocent people and the civilised World is faced with the appalling sight of 500,000

people about to rot away in starvationo. I n
permi ssion to send the first of the AKindert
accept children for a limited period for their education and training provided they

returned home afterwardso. George helped to
they probably never saw their parents again and was a small number compared to

the half a million children that went to the gas chambers.

When the first Jewish refugees started to arrive in this country they could find
assistance at Providence Row. It was run by the Sisters of Mercy and was the first
non sectarian shelter open to all. Wilfred Parker (86), a son of Sir Henry, the one
time Premier of New South Wales was Chairman during the influx of immigrants
escaping Nazi persecution. Providence Row did what it could to ensure that these
people were valued and made welcome.



The plight of the Jews might seem to be of indifference to the Spanish whose new
Nationalist Dictatorship under Franco had received considerable German assistance
during the Civil War: however this was not born out by the action of certain of their
diplomats.

Among these was Manuel Marquis de Barzanallana (91) who moved from the
London Embassy to Berlin as hostilities broke out. There was little he could do in the
German capital but when he moved to Bucharest in 1943 He refused to remain
impassive in the face of horror and barbarism and carried out intense negotiations
with the local authorities to prevent the deportation and extermination of thousands
of Jewish citizens.

It was not just Jews that felt it necessary to flee the Nazis, the Austrian Baron von
Roretz felt it necessary to abandon Schloss Breiteneich as the war clouds gathered
and shortly after the Anschluss: the writing was on the wall. The parents had already
sent their children to England to boarding school with Ernst arriving at Beaumont in
1938. With their known British sympathies, they had no choice but to make their
escape. Like their close friends the von Trapps, they boarded a train, but to
Innsbruck rather than Italy. With a single suitcase between them, they bribed their
way through to the front coaches, which uncoupled and carried on to Zurich. From
there they were granted safe passage to England.



André Clasen (25) was another to find himself in exile because of the War. He was
Char ge d 0 thé HuembowgEmhaassy and would help to run the
Government once based in London; a man of lively wit with a taste for practical
jokes, he could bring a smile to the faces of the most downcast, even during the
darkest of times. He would be joined in London by the Grand Duchess Charlotte and
he would eventually become her Ambassador at the Court of St James.

Meanwhile in Berlin on the 3" September after hostilities between this Country and
Germany had broken out, the Embassy was evacuated. George Ogilvie-Forbes had
lunch in the Hotel Adlon, his guest was Fabian von Schlabrendorf one of the most
important leaders of the German resistance movement but it was too late.

POLAND

On 23 August, a treaty of non-aggression had been signed between Germany and

the Soviet Union thus giving Hitler the go ahead to invade Poland one week later.

Both Germany and Russia wished to see the destruction of the Polish state which up

until the end of the Great War had been divided between them and Austria for over

120 years. Germany demanded the return of the emotive regions of East Prussia

and the Soviets looked for revenge for their humiliating defeat by the Poles at the

Battle of Warsaw in 192071t he A Mi racl e of the Vistul ao the
its tracks. Within the Treaty, there was a protocol giving both countries spheres of

influence; Germany would get Prussia back and the Soviets would also be able to



reclaim land, as well as getting a free rein in the Baltic States, parts of Finland and
Romania.
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A week after Hitler launched his assault on Poland, the Russians invaded from the
east. On that front and commanding the
bridgeheads on the River Dniestr was Jacek Stefan Dembinski, the father of Andrew
(52), a future pupil at Beaumont once peace returned. Jacek Dembinski epitomised
much of what the British imagined, and later learnt of the fighting spirit of the Poles.
He was a graduate of the famous military academy at Wiener Neustadt where Don
Jaime Duke of Madrid (86) had also studied on leaving Beaumont. The problem
was that the army did not have enough tanks and with sufficient firepower to
withstand the invasion on two fronts; from this rose the myth of the Polish cavalry
making vainglorious charges against armoured vehicles. They certainly took on
infantry with sword and lance but normally they dismounted from their horses to use
weapons such as anti-tank rifles.

The German and Soviet pincer movement pushed the survivors of the army south to
cross the frontiers into Romania and Hungary. Those that failed to make their
escape on the Russian front, particularly the officer class were taken east to be
systematically shot in what became known as the Katyn Massacres. Dembinski
became the representative of the Supreme Command in Hungary and spent the next
six months organising the transfer of his troops south by road, and then by ship to
France via the Mediterranean. He then moved to Paris for the spring offensive as the
commander of the Polish cavalry on the Western Front. With defeat, came the move
to England and eventual Head of the military Mission of the Government in exile.

Oper a



When England and France declared war on Germany over the invasion of Poland,

they did not hand out equal measure to the Soviet Union. This was patrtial

appeasement, so as not to take on Russia as well as Germany, together with a

feeling that Russia would provide a block on Nazi aspirations to eastern expansion.

There was also the thinking that by taking Eastern Poland and the Baltic States,

Russia was reassuming legitimate Tsarist lands and influence. After Czechoslovakia

was dismembered by Hitler, Poland and the Baltic region must also suffer

amputation this time by Stalin Afor the bett

It would have given little comfort to the Poles that the Beaumont Debating Society
had passed a motion cal |l i ng nfishobnlddeclaGMarat Br i t
on Russiao.

FRANCE

Advance parties of The BEF left England on 3" September with the main force
arriving at the beginning of October to be deployed on the Franco-Belgian border.
The French Army also mobilised and on the 7" September started the Saar
Offensive to give relief to the Poles on the Eastern Front; the limited and half-hearted
attack did not result in any diversion of German troops and the small amount of
territory taken was later re-occupied by the Germans.



The French decided their best plan was to rely on the defences of what they believed
was the impenetrable defences of the Maginot Line, in the meantime they had lost
over 2000 troops. Among the French forces deployed was the 7eme Regiment de
Chasseurs a Cheval part of the 73eme Groupe de Reconnaissance de Division
d'Infanterie.




One of their officers was Capitaine Comte Gaultier de Lesterps de Beauvais (02).
He was born at Saumur where his father was serving with the Cavalry. In WW1, he
was a volunteer and was awarded the Croix de Guerre. On 9th October Gaultier and
his troop were deployed beyond the Maginot Line on a mission close to the German
frontier. he was Kkilled in action near Eschwiller the first OB to die in the war. He
was awarded a second Croix de Guerre and made a Chevalier of the Legion
doHonneur .

On3 September 1939 when war was declared on Germany, 13 Squadron R A F was
based at Odiham in Hampshire flying Lysanders. The Squadron soon moved to
France and by 2 October had established itself at Mons-en-Chausseé as one of a
number of Lysander and Blenheim Squadrons that together formed 22 Army
Cooperation Command of the British Expeditionary Force. Among its pilots was
John Hurndall (24) a one- time regular officer of the 14/20" Kings Hussars, polo
player and amateur pilot. To see more action he had transferred to the RAF and
would be awarded a DFC in the Battle of Britain.




The Squadron initially spent time familiarizing itself with the local area and taking
pictures of the enemy positions, overlapping them to form a photographic mosaic of
Northern France. Time was also spent conducting fighter affiliation training with
Hurricanes and on performing signals exercises with the Royal Artillery. During the
"phony war" there were very few casualties and the Squadron continued with
exercises and photo-reconnaissance sorties.

All this would change once the Blizkrieg started when the total inadequacy of using
Lysanders as bombers became all too evident.
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This Countryodos first real taste of the trage
October, when a German submarine having penetrated the antiquated naval

defences at Scapa Flow and sank the battleship HMS Royal Oak as she lay at

anchor. Over 800 died, but amongst the survivors was Lt Kenneth Leadley (26), a

career officer. He went on to command the destroyer HMS Brocklesby and carry

Eisenhower and Montgomery to the Sicily beach heads .In the meantime Britain was

at war but it was this phoney or twilight war as Churchill described it,

Returning to the Eastern Front, Russia having taken its share of Poland, turned its
attention to Finland and although the Soviets were condemned for their invasion,
other countries were either unwilling or unable to send regular forces to her
assistance. The Finnish government decided to accept volunteers but because of
shortage of arms and equipment these men needed to come ready to fight.

FINLAND



One man among a couple of hundred British volunteers was Howard Valentine Gee
(31). After leaving Old Windsor, Howard went up to Brasenose, Oxford where he had
won an open history scholarship, and perhaps it was his understanding of the
subject that led him on this crusade to help stop the spread of communism. Having
improved his physical fitness, he set out by ship and across Scandinavia with his
hunting rifle to join the International Brigade



Howard eventually arrived in March just at the moment when Russia, realising that
Finns would not surrender, opted for a treaty that gave them the southern Karelia
region. Howard joined the Finnish Army but with matters finally settled by May, he
was released from service and started to make his way home. He travelled across
land to Oslo as the country fell to the Nazi invasion and so he tried to back-track to
Sweden. He was arrested on a train and handed over to the Gestapo as a British
spy. After a long interrogation and with the threat of summary execution, he
managed to partially convince his captors that he was a British civilian caught up in
the War. Howard spoke German fluently which meant that although he could plead
his case, he was not entirely believed, as command of the language would help him
as a subversive. He was not interned but sent to a POW camp in Bavaria: his final
destination would be Colditz.

~

Back at Old Windsor the December Review adopted avery dif f er ent t one t o ¥
spiritofself-s acr i f i ce an dadopted bydha éditor im Movechhet 1916

. b was for thoughts and prayers and that God might protect them all and bless the

cause which they had espousedodo. The OBs Requ
and the gathering at the War Memorial was more poignant with the prayers that the

dreadful holocaust should not repeat itself and that if there must again be sacrifices

that they should not be in vain.



Perhaps the bizatreWar si tuation was summed up with @A\
acknowledge the gift of pheasants graciously sent by His Majesty after one of the
royal shootso.

NORWAY

Norway had been invaded by German forces on the night of 8-9 April 1940; conquest
would help Hitler control the North Atlantic and help safeguard Swedish iron ore
which was imperative for the war machine. The Allies would counter with a landing of
troops on 14 April but prior to that, two naval actions were carried out at Narvik. In
the second battle, Lt Robert Duval RNVR (31) would distinguish himself. Robert
was in the same year at school as Howard Gee, but as an Australian, he returned to
Sydney University to study medicine. The threat of war brought him back to England
and he was posted to the destroyer HMS Eskimo, one of the most powerful and
prestigious of her c¢class afloat, as shipbs s
he was with the force consisting of the battleship HMS Warspite and eight other
destroyers off the Ofotfjord on 13 April. The British had already inflicted a defeat here
on the Kriegsmarine a few days previously, and this second force was there to finish
the job. They found eight remaining German destroyers short of fuel and ammunition
and were to sink these and a U-boat in the ensuing fight, as well as inflicting severe
damage on the shore batteries.




In one action, Eskimo torpedoed one vessel but was engaged by two others and
had her bows blown off losing a third of the ship, but somehow she remained afloat.
The overall battle was a morale boosting British success, of which there would be
very few in the next couple of years. Robert was one of eleven to be awarded the
DSC for the Naval battles at Narvik, the only surgeon and volunteer officer. He later
transferred to the Australian Air Force and saw further service in the Far East.

In order to prepare for the landings of the British troops under command of
General Carton de Wiart, Task Force Primrose of the Royal Marines was put ashore.
Among them was Peter Morson (37), one of three brothers at Old Windsor and the
son of a distinguished surgeon and pioneer radiologist Clifford Morson. Peter
studied law on leaving school but at the outbreak of war found himself as part of the
Mobile Naval Defence Organisation. This unit was to provide the fleet with a base
anywhere in the world within a week and to defend it when prepared. Peter was
commissioned and commanded a section of guns in the anti-aircraft battery.

The Marines went ashore at Namos and Aandalsnes not knowing whether the
Germans had already seized the ports. As it turned out they had not reached that far
north but they soon became aware of their presence and the bombing began. There



were no airfields in British hands from which fighter cover could be provided and the
Germans had complete mastery of the skies th
were constantly in action from dawn to dusk
domi nation that brought about the failure of
the road the other side of the valley, we could hear faintly the sound of lorries

bringing back the remnants of the army; they were tired, cold beaten though not

bowed but in full retreato. The Marines were
would be the last troops out as they formed the rearguard; Norway was a taste of

things to come.

The British contingent commanded by General Carton de Wiart (Oratory) had been
under constant attack from the Luftwaffe and he decided that the Division had to be
withdrawn.




The 1st Bn Irish Guards embarked on the motor vessel Chobry and sailed out of the
Fjord but she was bombed and set ablaze in the open sea. The Commanding Officer
and all but two of the company commanders were killed, so it was up to the young
officers and the senior NCOs to save the men. This was done in exemplary fashion
despite the chaotic conditions of a burning ship and the risk of the stacked
ammunition exploding. The men fell in on deck while rescue parties searched
frantically for survivors down below. When the Royal Navy ships came alongside,
they rescued almost 700 men in 16 minutes, in what could be described, as in the
best traditions of the fABIir kenbasilkEdgster Amongst
(33). He had already been wounded in action and was to receive a bar to his MC that
had been awarded in Palestine before the War.

During their withdrawal, Basil 6s company
was blown. Basil had the men make a rope from their rifle slings and after the
strongest swimmer had taken it across, he then led the way to test its strength and
under heavy machine gun fire. His initiative, coolness and courage was an example
to all that witnessed it.

Basi | had | eft Beaumont as Captainmr of t he
had joined a Regiment with which Beaumont had a close association. In this coming
conflict there would be more OB casualties with the Irish Guards than with any other
regi ment and this included Basil s younger b
Western Desert in 1944. By the end of the War, Basil would be in command of a
battalion of his regiment.




At Beaumont,t he Edi tor of The Review ended
So this most awful of Easter Terms with its ice and snhow, its cold wind and its rain,
its gas masks and its ration books draws at length to its close. Let it pass, unwept,
unhonoured, unsungo.

{
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Britain was at war but it was an odd sort of war, which came to an abrupt end when
German airborne troops parachuted into key targets in Holland on the 10 May.
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Three days later with The Hague under siege, the Dutch Queen, fearing she might
be kidnapped and used as a hostage embarked on a British destroyer for Harwich
and with her went Admiral Sir Gerald Dickens (93) who had been sent to the
Hague to oversee such a situation.

As the Germans were about to enter Amsterdam on the 13" May a remarkable
rescue took place. The company of Jan Kors Smit had started in 1888 in the Dutch
city when Jan saw an opening for industrial diamonds and he built up a company
that had offices throughout the world and with direct access to the diamond fields in
South Africa. His son Johan took on the business and in 1939 sent his eldest son
Jan to England to run the British operations. With the outbreak of War, it was vitally
important that industrial diamonds did not fall into the hands of the Germans.
Government officials approached Jan to see if he could arrange for the diamonds to
be rescued from Holland. Through his father, whose reputation was second to none
among the other merchants, their entire fortunes were placed in his care with no
guarantee that they would ever see them again. Jan returned to Holland on the
destroyer HMS Walpole while the fighting was in progress, and together with a
British intelligence officer was able to bring the stock back to London. At the end of
the war, the diamonds or money due were returned. Sadly there were very few alive
to receive them, as the majority of the merchants were of Jewish origin and died in
the camps. Johan and his two other sons did survive, despite the Germans knowing
of their complicity and they spent the War in hiding. Meanwhile, Jan controlled the
Smit world organisation from London and his son John but known as Pete came to
Beaumont in 1952.



The German forces swept through Belgium and the Netherlands in what

became known as fAbl it zkerealitgoftide simationlwasg ht ni ng
worse than the allies feared. Blitzkrieg was a new form of warfare, and one for which

they had neither training nor effective counter-measures.

Part 2 in the next Edition.

A Literary Legacy

Before Christmas | attended a talk given by Oliver Hawkins (61) on Henry 15™ Duke

of Norfolk at Arundel: a fascinating insight into an extraordinary man. However, what

also caught my attention was that much of what Oliver talked about was taken from

his own family archives. Oliver is descended, not from the Duke | hasten to add, but

from one of the Countryosi TheMegnellsGaalsool i ¢ | it
hastens to mention that they should not be confused with the Hunt of the same name

who would be horrified to be confused with Catholic intellectuals. (The Editor has

had some great days with this pack in years gone by)

We start with Ol i véeWilrsdMéynelavho s@netanesiwirotet h e r
under the pseudonym John Oldcastle, was born in 1852 of an old Yorkshire family

on his father's side. His mother was related to a family of distinguished Quakers: his
grandfather was the philanthropist Samuel Tuke who did much work for the insane

and the amelioration of conditions in the Lunatic Asylums In 1870, aged 18, Meynell
became a convert to Roman Catholicism which coincided with the First Vatican

Council. He married the writer Alice Thompson in 1877. The pair's first effort at

periodical publishing was The Pen, a short-lived critical monthly review. In 1881 he
acceptedCar di nal Manni ng 6 sCatholivWeeldytRéegsterando edi t t |
continued to do so until 1899. Meynell later founded and edited (18831 94) the

magazine Merry England in which he discovered and sponsored the Catholic poet
Francis Thompson. Meynell wrote biographies of Manning, John Henry Newman and
Pope Leo XIll. He contributed to a wide range of periodicals including the

Contemporary Review, The Art Journal, The Magazine of Art, Athenaeum, The

Academy, The Saturday Review, The Pall Mall Budget, lllustrated London News,

The Daily Chronicle, and the Nineteenth century. During March 1906, The Windsor
Magazine published an article entitled Politics - Second Series that was coauthored

by Meynell and the sportsman author and politician Bertram Fletcher Robinson. By

the 1920s, Meynell principally wrote for the The Dublin Review and The Tablet.



Wilfrid and Alice Meynell had eight children, including the writer Viola Meynell the

founder of The Nonesuch Press Sir Francis Meynelland Ol i ver 6s Gr andmot he
Olivia After his wife's death in 1922, Meynell lived out the last 25 years of his life

mainly at Humphrey's Homestead, Greatham, near Pulborough in West Sussex.. He

was appointed CBE in the 1943 Birthday Honours for services to literature.

AR AT

Oliverdos great grandmother Al iwasaBfibhr i sti ana
writer, editor, critic, and suffragist, but now remembered mainly as a poet.

Alice Christiana Gertrude Thompson was born in Barnes, London, to Thomas James
and Christiana (née Weller) Thompson. The family moved around England,
Switzerland, and France, but she was brought up mostly in Italy, where a daughter of
Thomas from his first marriage had settled. Her father was a friend of Charles
Dickens and Meynell suggests in her memoir that Dickens was also romantically
interested in her mother, noting that he had said to Thomas Thompson, "Good God,
what a madman | should seem, if the incredible feeling | have conceived for that girl
could be made plain to anyone.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greatham,_West_Sussex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffragist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnes,_London

Alice had a sister who is known as Elizabeth Southerden Thompson, Lady

Butler (3 November 1846 1 2 October 1933) was a British painter, and specialised in

painting scenes from British military campaigns and battles, including the Crimean

War and the Battle of Waterloo. The Roll Call (purchased by Queen Victoria ), The

Defence of Rorke's Drift, and Scotland Forever!, showing the Scots Greys at

the Battle of Waterloo, now in the Leeds Art Gallery, are among her notable works.

She wrote about her military paintings in an autobiography published in 1922: "|

never painted for the glory of war, but to portray its pathos and heroism She was

married to Lieutenant General Sir William Butler, becoming Lady Butler. ( Ol i ver 0 s
mot her said Athey lived in a castle in Irela

Returning to Alice Preludes (1875) was her first poetry collection, illustrated by her
elder sister Elizabeth; The work was warmly praised by Ruskin, although it received
little public notice. Ruskin especially singled out the sonnet "Renouncement” for its
beauty and delicacy.

After Alice, the entire Thompson family converted to the Catholic Church, and her
writings migrated to subjects of religious matters. This was how she met Catholic
newspaper publisher and editor and future husband in 1876. A year later she
married Meynell, and they settled in Kensington. They became the proprietors and
editors of such magazines as The Pen, the Weekly Register, and Merry England,
among others.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Waterloo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Roll_Call
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland_Forever!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scots_Greys
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds_Art_Gallery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Francis_Butler

She was much involved in editorial work on publications with her husband, and in her

own writing, poetry and prose. She wrote regularly for The World, The Spectator,

The Magazine of Art, The Scots Observer, (which became the National Observer,

edtedbyW E Henl ey the inspiration for Treasure
the Poem Invictus ). Like her husband Alice also wrote for The Tablet, The Art

Journal, The Pall Mall Gazette and The Saturday Review Her poems show her

feminist concerns as well as her reactions to the events of World War |

The poet Francis Thompson, down and out in London and trying to recover from his
opium addiction, sent the couple a manuscript. His poems were first published in
Wilfrid's Merry England, and the Meynells became a supporter of Thompson. His
1893 book Poems was a Meynell production and initiative. Another supporter of
Thompson was the poet Coventry Patmore. Alice had a deep friendship with
Patmore, lasting several years, which led to his becoming obsessed with her, forcing
her to break with him. She wrote the article on Patmore for the Catholic
Encyclopedia. Pat mo r e 0 sFranoa(03)y awsar poet whose treatment in
captivity by the Ottomans led to his death after WW1

At the end of the 19th century, in conjunction with uprisings against the British many
European scholars, writers, and artists, began to question Europe's colonial
imperialism. This led the Meynells and others in their circle to speak out for the
oppressed. Alice was a vice-president of the Wo me n  WrSuffrager Leagjue active
between 1908i 19. Here she worked with Marie Belloc Lowndes, sister of Hilaire and
grandmother of Richard (53).

After a series of illnesses, including migraine and depression, she died 27 November
1922. She is buried at Kensal Green Catholic Cemetery in London. There is

a London County Council commemorative blue plaque on the front wall of the
property at 47 Palace Court, Bayswater, London, W2, where she and her husband
once lived.

As previously mentioned Wilfrid and Alice had two equally illustrious literary
offspring. The first of these was


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kensal_Green_Catholic_Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_County_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_plaque
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R.J. SWAN, 1919

Viola Meynell, Mrs. Dallyn novelist and poet. She wrote around 20 books, but was
best known for her short stories and novels. In the pre-WW1 days she made
homemade books on the kitchen table, dyeing with onion skins and typing her verse
to be stitched by hand into the pages.

The family had a second home in the country at Greatham, Sussex_where Viola

married local farmer, John Dallyn She was an early supporter of D H Lawrence,

offering practical help in the way of typing his manuscripts and accommodation, by

way of a room in her home at Greatham. She was also a champion of Herman

Melville at a time when he was unfashionable. In 1920 she engineered the publishing

of his Moby Dick as the first American novelinthe Ox f or d Wor | dés Cl assi ¢
England. During Lawrence's stay at Greatham he wrote England My England, a

thinly disguised and unpleasant jab at her family. (Oliver is an expert on this part

of L awr e n.cGesétlsam beicame ijs own centre with visitors as varied as Eric

Gill. Hilaire Belloc and Cynthia Asquith.

Her books sold well, many of them being republished both in England and in
America. She had a large circle of literary friends and correspondents,
including Katherine Mansfield, Compton Mackenzie and T H White.

She died on 27 October 1956, and was interred in Houghton Catholic Church
cemetery, near Greatham. Vi o | a Gger brgtleeu n



Sir Francis Meredith Wilfrid Meynell is remembered as a poet and printer After
leaving Trinity College, Dublin, he joined his father at the publisher Burns & Oates
but was then brought in by George Lansbury (later leader of the Labour party) to be
business manager of the Daily Herald.

In 1912 he came to the notice of wealthy American, Mary Hoadley Dodge who was
living in England. She knew Meynell's parents and had seen him speak in defence
of activists of the Suffragette movement in Queen's Hall. With her companion,
Countess Muriel De La Warr, she provided support and funding for him in 1916 to
start the Pelican Press and also helped with funding for the Daily Herald. In 1921
Meynell was editor of the weekly paper The Communist and became involved with a
libel action that he lost. The award against him was £2000, and not being able to pay
he filed for bankruptcy. Dodge and De La Warr came to his rescue and Dodge
became a godparent to Meynell's first child, Cynthia, in 1915.

Meynell became liable for call-up for military service in 1916, and applied for
exemption on the ground of being a conscientious objector. He appeared before a
local tribunal in Marylebone in August 1916 and was handed over by the magistrates
to the military authorities, he was held in the guard room at Hounslow Barracks and
went on hunger strike. After three weeks in hospital discharged by the army as being
unlikely to become an efficient soldier. He returned to his work at the Pelican Press
and the Herald.
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Meynell was also a socialist who supported the Republicans in the Spanish Civil
War. His fusion of progressive politics and conservative aesthetic tastes, similar to
those of William Morris which caused some amusement amongst his friends.

Meynell married three times. His first wife was Hilda Peppercorn, daughter of painter
Arthur Peppercorn and was a concert pianist who performed using the name Hilda
Saxe. She married Meynell in 1914 and they had one child, Cynthia. In 1925,
following his divorce from Hilda, Meynell married Vera Rosalind Wynn Mendel. She
was the daughter of William Mendel a German born financier who had underwritten
several stock market flotations in the late 19th century including Harrods and D H
Evans. Vera and their mutual friend David Garnett provided the initial funding for the
Nonesuch Press; she also helped in the early days with production and distribution.
They had a son in 1930 and divorced in 1945. Vera took her own life in 1947.

Meynell was knighted in 1946 and in the same year married Dame Alix Kilroy, a civil
servant with the Board of Trade and a future founder of the SDP. They worked
together during WW2_on Utility Design, an austere and functional style. After the war
they lived and farmed near Lavenham in Suffolk for many years.

Among the books the Nonesuch produced was The Week-End Book It contained
works of fiction and non-fiction in small articles that could be read in moments of
leisure and included a wide range of subjects including poetry, religious works,
songs, jokes, games and recipes. It was designed for a middle brow reader who
wanted a wide range of cultural topics but never to go in too deep. Virginia
Woolf once commented about the books, "The Hogarth Press may not make any
money but at least we did not publish The Week-End Book."

Oliver concludes:-

AThe Sussex house at Greatham we stil!]l
papers, reflecting a wide circle of literary contacts. The property, including
several houses, is held in the form of a Limited Company, shared by an
improbably large number of cousins. As CEO | try to keep the peacein a
constituency once described as ranging from Greenham Common to Goldman
Sachs (I suppose webd6bd now say bet ween
though one does not preclude the other).

(Ed; It is not surprising with this background that Oliver is both a man of letters and a
talented artist)

have,

Extinc
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The de Maury Story Continues:

Was an OB responsible for one of the worst disasters of WW 2 ? Accusations have

been made by several historians that the disastrous combined Canadian and

Commando raid on Dieppe in 1942 was largely due to the ineptitude of the senior
Intelligence officer at Combined Operations HQ: the man in question was Pedro

Mones, Marquis de Casa Maury (13).He has been described as
usel esso.

From the previous article, it has to be admitted that Pedro or Bobby as he was
usually known did not have the usual credentials for such an important appointment.
The son of a very wealthy Castilian family that had made its money in Cuba, he
joined the Royal Flying Corps for WW1 which was to be the extent of his military
experience except for service in the Volunteer reserve in the inter war years. He was
best known as a dashing playboy owning the first Bermuda rigged schooner in the
Mediterranean and then as a Grand Prix motor racing driver for Bugatti in its
formative years. Later he transferred his allegiance to Bentley becoming the

managing director. Under Bobbyds management

young men, often with more courage than sense, mistresses and champagne

enjoying the good life. He married the socialite Paula Gellibrand a muse of Cecil
Beaton: her best chum Baba dO6Erl anger was
Prince Jean-Louis Faucigny-Lucinge.

(0]



Paula painted by Federico Beltan Masses 1921

Bo b by 0 sagedidnotrsurvive the Wall Street Crash: Paula was a big spender.
He may have lost a fortune but Bobby came back and founded the Curzon Cinemas
for those wishing to watch their films in surroundings of unrestrained luxury. He also
married again and another lady in the limelight i Freda Dudley Ward the mistress of
Edward Prince of Wales till Wallis Simpson came on the scene. On the outbreak of
War the Curzon Cinema that had closed for re-furbishment did not re-open and was
taken over by the Army cinema graphic organisation.



Freda continued to live at their home in Hamilton Terrace and had been joined by

hernieceBi ndy who had been abandoned by Fredabs
ward and was as col our ful asBomnBaind@oBlelwer women
Jones, Bindy 1 as she was always known i was the daughter of an officer in the

Life Guards, she had no education, since she was expelled from 11 schools for

various wildnesses. Right from the start, however, her extraordinary individuality,

handsome good looks, high spirits and original wit began to attract an army of life-

long admirers. When she was 18 in 1942 she met and married Viscount Tony

Lambton, son of the fifth Earl of Durham, and embarked enthusiastically on married

life.

Bobby meanwhile as a reserve officer was posted to the West Country in a minor
intelligence role till the call came from the new Director of Combined Operations in
the autumn of 1941.

Combined Operations Headquarters was a department of the War Office set up to

harass the Germans on the European continent by means of raids carried out by use
of combined naval and army forces including the newly formed commando brigades.
The first director was Admiral Sir Roger Keys from 17 July 1940 to 27 October 1941.



As one of his principle planners, he was joined by Rear Admiral Henry Horan (04).
He had joined the Royal Navy in 1910 and served in World War |, taking part in the
Battle of Heligoland Bight in 1914.-He was appointed Commanding Officer of the
cruiser HMS Coventry in 1931,-Senior Naval Member on the Directing Staff at the
Imperial Defence College in October 1935-and Commanding Officer of the battleship
HMS Barham in 1937 (a Jutland veteran she was sunk in the Mediterranean 1941)
.Henry started the Second War as Commander-in-Chief of the New Zealand Division
from December 1939 to April 1940-before retiring in 1941 but shortly afterwards he
was appointed to Combined Operations Headquarters in Richmond Terrace,
London.

A fAGetty AdmelgHoran boidfing Mountbatten and others at Combined
Ops.

Not long after his arrival, Keys was replaced by Lord Louis Mountbatten. Horan,

considered an able administrator,too k t he much juni or Mountbatt
his stride and soon found himself masterminding a rapid expansion of the

Organi zationdés fleet of assault ships and cr

It was Churchill who brought in Mountbatten offering him the opportunity to do great
things; but he was left under no illusion as to the enormity of the task. Warming to his
subject, and with no Chiefs of Staff present to temper his remarks, the Prime Minister
outlined a twin-track programme of launching increasingly ambitious raids on main



land Europe while at the same time initiating detailed preparation for a return to
France. Mountbatten whose command experience had been limited to commanding
a destroyer flotilla was expected to mastermind these formidable challenges
culminating in full-scale invasion. Mountbatten ever ambitious saw it as the stepping
stone to his goal of First Sea Lord.

After his arrival at Combined Ops, Mountbatten started to fill its offices with his
cronies, who swiftly became k n o swnalaffcerst
Some considered that these amateurs got on well with their tasks; others were in the
firing line including Bobby.

The role of the intelligence Staff was not in normal circumstances to gather material.
Rather, its task was to collate, assimilate, synthesize, and interpret all information
channeled into Combined Ops from the various intelligence agencies. Where
necessary needs would be identified, and material requested, for example via photo-
reconnaissance. Comprehensive, up to date human and signal intelligence was
absolutely vital to every raid planned by the organization. Bobby was strenuously
opposed by Intelligence Officers inside the Admiralty and the War Office who wished
direct access to the planners inside COHQ: he was treated with scorn and ridicule.

Even so, was Mountbatten wise to appoint a onetime playboy and confidante of
Edwina, whose credentials rested largely on success in the field of yachting, motor
racing and art-House cinemas? When Mountbatten was courting Edwina he wrote to
her about his inadequacies, one of whi
B o b b @vernight Flight Lieutenant Casa Maury found himself a Wing Commander,
albeit acting and unpaid (unlike his boss who had risen dramatically from Captain to
Admiral).

When Bobby joined COHQ he brought the family with him. By marrying Freda

ch Awa

Dudley Ward, the Marquis had become step-f at her t o Bob Laycock©o6s

Laycock, later Maj-Gen Sir Robert, Eton and the Blues was fast becoming a legendry
Commando Leader and would eventually succeed Mountbatten at Combined
Operations. Hi s wife Angel a was al ways
Freda were invited to open the Combined Ops Restaurant. This proved to be a rip-
roaring success, establishing Richmond Terrace as a convivial refuge for anyone
with a | arge appetite and the correct
flamboyant background or experience he would have to have been exceptional in

a fav

securi



order to be accepted by the professionals who were waiting for the smallest of errors
to demand his sacking.

The "W¢grzburg" radar near Bruneval: photo

Bobby got off to a good start with the Raid on Bruneval to destroy the radar
instillation that was causing heavy bomber casualties on raids to both France and
Germany. On the night of 27 February, after a period of intense training and several
delays due to poor weather, a company of airborne troops under the command of
Major John Frost parachuted into France a few miles from the installation. The main
force then assaulted the villa in which the radar equipment was kept, killing several
members of the German garrison and capturing the installation after a brief firefight.
An RAF technician with the force dismantled the Wirzburg radar array and removed
several key pieces, after which the force withdrew to the evacuation beach. The
raiding troops were picked up and returned them to Britain. Much of the intelligence
for this raid had come f r omRdlelwhosesonwaike my 0 (
later an OB) whose agent carried out a detailed recce and morsed it to London.



The raid was entirely successful. The airborne troops suffered relatively few
casualties, and the pieces of the radar they brought back, along with a captured
German radar technician, allowed British scientists to understand enemy advances
in radar and to create countermeasures to neutralise them. Frost, later the hero of
Arnhem was debriefed with Churchillan d At | ee pr es dheAdmirdhe r ecal |
asked me about the accuracy of the information | had been given. | was able to say
that this had proved to be correct in every detail even down to the name of the
German sergeant, commanding the most important redoubt. When told that the
officer responsible for this Wing Cmdr the Marquis de Casa Maury was standing
beside me, Churchill turned his gaze upon him with such intensity that it had an
impact on us all. A beatific smile ended the episode: it was feather in the cap for
Combined Operations.

The next operation was to be dubbed fAThe Gr
Britainds high command was grippmwdheby fear
Tirpitz, a massive ship, a sixth of a mile long. Its sister ship, the Bismarck, had been

sunk in May 1941, but the Tirpitz still roamed large. The only dry dock on the French

coast capable of accommodating such a ship was to be found at the port Saint-

Nazaire, a town of some 50,000 people. If the Normandie dock, as it was called, the

| argest dry dock in the world at the time, <c
activity in the Atlantic would be severely constrained. Thus, in late February 1942,

the British command settled on their objective i to attack Saint-Nazaire. They had

only four weeks to devise and execute the plan before the spring tides turned against

them. The problem, however, was that the port was heavily defended by the

occupying Germans. The idea of an aerial bombardment was immediately rejected

because of potential French civilian casualties. The plan they came up with instead

was to ram an Oexpendable vessel &6 packed wit
dock and destroy it. The vessel they found was old American destroyer, the HMS

Campbeltown, built in 1919 and now obsolete. And so Operation Chariot came into

being.

o O



HMS Campbeltown wedged in the dock gates.

The raid was a complete success in that all its objectives were realized. But the cost
was heavy: of the 621 commandos and sailors who participated in the raid, only 228
made it back to England; 169 were killed and a further 215 were taken prisoner.
There were awards aplenty to acknowledge the sacrifice and astonishing bravery i
89 medals were awarded, including five Victoria Crosses. ( DCM for Frank
Hemming (24) Chief Engineer of the lead MGB)



Hemmi ngdéds Gun Boat

The raid, gave Britons hope at a | ow point i
requiring luck,bl uf f and surprise in abundance to con
6chance of succeeding by virtue of iits very

Germans feeling vulnerable 1 after all, the enemy had managed to penetrate even
their stoutest of defences. And what of the much-feared Tirpitz? As hoped, she
never again ventured into Atlantic waters, confining herself to the Norwegian fjords
where she was sunk by the RAF on 12 November 1944,

John Hughes-Hallett (later Vice Admiral) another member of the staff, never
generous in his praise was to state that Casa Maury was someone who was not only
speedy and efficient in collating intelligence but also imaginative and innovative in
uncovering important information: who else would have discovered that the gates for
the St Nazaire Lock and the Southampton dry dock were designed by the same
engineer an employee of the Southern railway Company who kept all his old plans.
Bobby despite the antagonism was proving good at his job.

Now came Dieppe. The raid on Dieppe in August 1942 is still controversial to the

extent that AThe waters have since been mudd
anything about the raid is undisputed. The raid, originally planned under the

codename Rutter, was to take place in early July 1942. Operation Rutter was



disbanded primarily due to bad weather but was reinstated with some small but
significant changes as Operation Jubilee .

Il n short the operation was to be a fireconnai
combined plan its aim was as follows:

Operation O6Jubileed6 is a raid on JUBILEE [ Di
objectives, embracing the destruction of local defences and power stations, etc., in

JUBILEE, the capture of prisoners, the destruction of aerodrome installations near

the town, and the capture and removal of German invasion barges and any other

craft in JUBILEE Harbour.

The key consideration during the planning stage was the element of surprise. The

raid had to come as a bolt from the blue and disappear again almost as swiftly.

Hence the attack had to be frontal. Fortunat
was lightly held by a singlelow-c at egory battalion. o A frontal
both necessary and feasible.

Another important issue during planning was the extent to which Bomber Command

should Asoften upd the target by a prelimina
however, because reducing the streets of Dieppe to rubble could actually have made

it easier for the Germans to defend it and even harder for Allied tanks to maneuver.
Besides, the | anding would have come as no s
heavy air raid. Furthermore, as the Royal Navy (RN) would not risk a capital ship, it

supported the operation only with destroyers and smaller ships. All in all the attack

consisted of around 5,000 Canadian and 1,000 British troops, while the Royal Navy

supplied 237 ships and landing craft and the Royal Air Force (RAF) 74 squadrons,

66 of which were fighter squadrons. The Commandods bapanil® m of f i
August. In support of the main Canadian assault force, No 3 & 4 Commandos were

to destroy the enemy coastal batteries covering the main landing beaches, whilst No.

40 had selected tasks in the port area and was to be responsible for reinforcements

as required. In the pre-dawn run-in the landing craft of No. 3 were fired upon and

scattered with the result that only two small parties managed to land, one was

overwhelmed, but the other successfully engaged the Berneval Battery for some

hours before withdrawing. On the other flank at Varengeville No. 4, under the

command of Lord Lovat (Old Amplefordian), carried out what was officially hailed as

a 'classic operation of war' and completely destroyed the Hess Battery, successfully

withdrawing and re-embarking with prisoners. Unfortunately, No. 40, when

committed to their landing, under well-nigh impossible conditions, suffered severe

casualties. Of the 370 officers and men, 76 were lost on the beaches. Lt Edward

Steibal (38) was on his first operation and survived though he was later killed in

Sicily.



Canadian dead on the beach

The operation was a disaster, particularly for the land forces. Of the 6,000 troops
who participated, only about 2,000 returned to England. Even Lord Louis
Mountbatten, who saw great benefit from the raid in the long run, admitted that the
operation, on its own merit, had been a failure.

What had gone wrong? Churchill was under considerable pressure to do something

by both the Russians and Americans, and sometimes it is better to do something

hasty than nothing at all. But what should this something be? Now things become a

bit more complicated as something ended up between a raid and an invasion. The

next question in is why Dieppe? First of all, the port had to be close enough to British

shores to allow for the naval approach to take place under the cover of darkness.

Second, the port also had to be within the protective range of Fighter Command. An
importantspin-of f ef fect of the raid was thatt Ger ma
encounter the Allies. The last reason Dieppe was chosen was allegedly because the

terrain was so difficult that the real invasion, when it eventually came, could under no
circumstances have taken place at Dieippe. He
port was the fact that the planners had already ruled it out as a desirable place to



capture in the early stages of a real invasion, and we should therefore be giving
nothing away by raiding it now.

Dieppe failed for reasons of strategy at the highest level, the plan was too rigid and
the rehearsal a fiasco. Add to this, it was not clear who had command and control of
the operation, the land or naval commander. Poor intelligence - what the Allies
lacked in August 1942 was an appreciation of German positions and abilities. As
mentioned before, British intelligence expected to find Dieppe lightly held. That was
not the case.

Operation Jubilee is apparently the operation during World War 1l that has produced
the most printed papers-per-killed serviceman. Indeed, one of the last things the
history of the Second World War needs is yet another book about the raid on
Dieppe. So where does this overblown attention come from?

First of all, in land warfare the occupation of soil is the only currency. Thus

Mountbat t en had nothing to show for himself aft
ofD-Day was won on the beaches of Dieppeodo was
many critics to accept.

Moreover, while success has many fathers, failure isd as we all knowd an orphan. In
this particular case, there were many others to blame. It was a combined joint
operation, so the British could blame the Canadians and vice versa, or the military
men could blame the airmen and vice versa, and so forth. There are enough pawns
on the table to keep this blame game going on forever.

However scapegoats were required and the obvious candidate was Bobby, although
not responsible for the actual intelligence supplied, he alone of the senior staff
acknowledged the failure and resigned though the malicious said that he jumped
before he was pushed. It was claimed that he got everything wrong over Dieppe that
he had reported the defences as puny when they were comprehensive, ignored
intelligence from Bletchley Park, disregarded the advice of a special forces unit
which had already raided Dieppe and had concluded that it was the wrong target to
attack and had totally underestimated that the defending force.

Mountbatten did not support him as he himself was the main culprit. Nigel Hamilton

describes him as AA master of intrigue, |eal
toyed with mends | ives with an indifference
by his insatiabl e, e vAndrenpRohedshsecgndstthie verdicta mbi t i o



AHe was al so a mendacious, intellectually IIi
incompetence resulted in many unnecessary de
guilty: AMountbatten finally came clean, boa
thed and | must say ratherboldd deci si on to attack Diepped. o

Bobby de CasaMauryunl i ke many, made no comment as t
for one of the worst disasters of WW20. My o
provided all the right intelligence for Brun

grossly unfair: no professional could have produced a better result. Many of his
critics were probably covering for their own inadequacies and errors which they had
no wish to admit.

To finish Bobbyds st oopgnedirHb4s buCtheWamyearsCi ne ma r
had taken a toll on his marriage and in 1954 he and Freda divorced: neither

remarri ed. I n 1966 their house No 58 was pur
London address and it was here that she entertained her friends and admirers

Onassis, Nancy Mitford, David Selznick, Paul Getty and even Bing Crosby. It was at

this time that she posed for the famous portraits by Lucian Freud. Her husband

became an MP, and Government Minister but had to resign in 1973 when he was

involved in a call girl scandal.




BINDY

Bindy was far removed from a typical politician's wife, with her life reading more like
the script of a Hollywood blockbuster. Deep-sea diving expeditions; lions roaming
loose around Biddick Hall, her home near Chester-le-Street; pioneering surgery in a
hotel room; friendships with rock stars and artists; and miraculous recovery from
serious injury were all features in her eventful life. After watching her diving off the
Barrier Reef, the American conservative publicist and OB William F Buckley Jr,
said: "I've never met a braver man than Bindy Lambton acting as bait for sharks".

Bobby died in 1968 sadly to be mainly remembered, not for his own
achievements but for the beautiful and tantalising women in his life and to be
associated forever with Dieppe.

STONYHURST SPEECH

Given by Fr Tom Shufflebotham (aka Fr Shuff) Guest Speaker of the Dinner at
Beaumont 9" November 2019.

Thank you for your warm welcome......
There's just one thing, though:  when | accepted the invitation to speak
| was banking on being propped up like El Cid on his horse ,

but I have to make do with this measly STOOL

First, a bit of History 7 for old times' sake.

When | joined the Stonyhurst staff the Headmaster wanted to give me a gentle, easy

l anding. é. wunder st an kreoly Whethen thecPaovirgial had sentd i d n '

him a silk purse or a sow's ear.

t



So he kindly made me Form Master of Grammar 2, and Assistant Chaplain.

After a week or so he was clearly dissatisfied: | wasn't applying enough pressure to
Grammar 2.

Mi chamy difficulty is that they're such gen

1

Al don't think producing gentlemen is our ir

So, the Gentlemen of Grammar 2, 1973. We have a visual aid here in the person of
Tim Livesey.

But they were a rather exceptional form. (To the Wives and Girl-friends of O.S.
generally, | would say, If you find your man a bit uncouth, believe me,

if he'd not been marinated in Stonyhurst for

As Chaplain | had the example of a Chaplain at my old school, the Mount.
(The Mount was a rather Spartan school, and | do envy those Beaumont boys

who would spend the morning |l ounging in the
on the river....and then come in to a supper like this.)

Anyway, the chaplain at the Mount was a sort of spiritual Taliban. He was known to
stop while giving the blessing at Night Pray
blessingisnotf or t hose boys who tell dirty stories

But I didn't want to get another thumbs-down from the Headmaster.

With a surname like mine you don't push your luck, you don't attract attention



As regards the Community, there were plenty of younger Jesuits,

and there were seniors like Charles Macadam, Ernest Clark, Freddie Turner.
Freddie was their spokesman and shop steward, and he referred to himself and the
other seniors as THE DINOSAURS.

AFreddi e and the Di nos agraus bassurenoy, theaeowasn d | i k e
no resemblance. None whatever.

Freddie uttered many a polished witticism 7 known to many of you but perhaps less
so to the younger OS. A sample:

Freddie was walking with a colleague past a row of boys' desks.

He stopped to inspect one on which was pinned a reproduction of a classical
painting. By way of explanation the colleague remarked:

AThat boy's father is the curator of an art

1]

Really ? When you see what
fathers do for a I|ivingo.

S pinntar t o ot

Well, all that was then.....and now everything looks a bit different when you reach
dinosaur status yourself, and I'm very grateful to Tim for engineering this day-release

from my northern Jurassic Park....It's grim up North! Oh but of course you will
know that.

So coming down into the splendour and culture of the Thames Valley | feel like
one of those ancient prisoners blinking in the sunlight as they emerge from
the Bastille prison.

Here we are, then, in Beaumont College. It was the closure of Beaumont that
led to



Fr Tom SMALLEY's transfer to Stonyhurst: an O.S., the Jesuit to whom | most
owe my own Jesuit vocation. | sensed that if he embodied the Jesuit ideal,
then | wanted to be part of it.

Beaumont nurtured so many of your teachers, and produced such loyal Old
Boys. I'm particularly impressed by the many O.B s who've been so devoted
to Lourdes and the sick.

In relation to the closure of Beaumont College... | bring in the name of Ignatius
Loyola. If St Ignatius had never lived, we wouldn't be here tonight, we
wouldn't know each other. Jesuit education and Jesuit-everything-else go
back to him

and through him back to the inspiration of the Gospels

and Christ and his values.

Ignatius invented the post of Visitor i with a capital V. He sensed that the
Provinces of Spain and Portugal needed a thorough investigation and
overhaul by himself.

But he was stuck in Rome 1 no carbon footprint in those days. So he sent a
trusted deputy and gave him plenipotentiary powers, but listed 17
‘'suggestions' or criteria.

If you saw the film The Mission,t hen you saw an |l gnatian Vis
carried out in away that would have horrified Ignatius.

Well, in 1963 Father General decided that the life and works of our Province
needed investigation by a Visitor. A Canadian was sent, and he spent over a
year in investigating, deciding and implementing his decisions.

Our Canadian Visitor decided that our colleges commitment was



unsustainable.

e. . .. We waited with bated breath. The Vis
three of our boarding schools... or just one... and if one, which ?

The Visitor's criteria were broadly:
resources of Jesuit personnel;
financial resources;
the precarious support of parents, current and future;

and the question, how justifiable was it to be running Christian schools for
the wealthy minority? Remember these were the years of Vatican 2.

Stonyhurst survived by the skin of its teeth. Beaumont did not.

I am NOT hinting that another Visitation is threatened now !!! And in any case,
Stonyhurst is now a self-sufficient Trust. No, but let me imagine myself being sent by
Ignatius to make such a Visitation of Stonyhurst, and then report back to him.

Naturally, | ask, fABut Father Il gnatius, why
on the staff there - early in the last century, wasn'tit? - and because | can't spare

anybody younger or fittero.

He goes on, fAOnce we hatdNovalaysive simply tas't,batt St ony
there's a limit to what we can even support.

Go and assess whether Stonyhurst justifies t

Ignatius gave Fr Nadal 17 questions to take to Spain, but times have changed and
he gives me 27.

I'll spare you 24 of these criteria and just share with you briefly the first three, plus
one over-arching criterion.

So, é. .. I NTEGRI TY. . . . COMPASSI ON. . . . CREAT



Well, I've not been making a Visitation, but in recent months | have spent a few days
at Stonyhurst, and wandered around,noticing particularly the displays in the
classrooms. You have an extremely devoted Headmaster, staff and Governing Body.

I've spoken to some, and I've read quite a bit. So here's my impression.

Firstly: INTEGRITY. 1 find that Stonyhurst is making an excellent job of helping

the students to know themselves as they are, standing before God and the real world
around them; and 1 equally important i to glimpse what they could be:

to glimpse their potential realistically, confidently but humbly.

| wince each time | read in the newspapers that this or that celebrity has returned to
their old school for speech day, where they've proclaimed to their young audience,

AYou can be anything you want to bebo

True for one or two, but for a hall-full of impressionable youngsters it's a lie.... and a
dangerous lie. It feeds the craving for celebrity. But it's not authentic. Better to
encourage them to respect themselves as they are, and then to develop that to its
full potential.....with realism and idealism, but without illusion or vanity.

And with that growth goes an openness to change.

Stonyhurst would not exist if Ignatius had not changed from his original conviction
that Jesuits should not run institutions. He prayed, he discerned, and, like St Peter in
the Acts of the Apostles, he ventured where he could not have foreseen.

Sometimes that takes courage and humility. After an important innovation at
Stonyhurst Freddie Turner smalikéepavwayfrom:

nlt’

S

it.....but | think it's a very good thingo.



It also calls for truth, an honesty with oneself and with others...about oneself and
others.

When | was a young Jesuit in my first teaching post | founded a Second Form
Debating Society. | was rather pleased with myself. I'm less pleased now as | look
back. Perhaps unwittingly | was helping them to be skilful in projecting ideas and
arguments and ideals in which they don't sincerely believe. And that way lies
cynicism and a grave disservice to one's associates and the wider world.

AThe truth will make you freeo, said Jesus.

It's Satan who is the Father of Lies.

But | sense that Stonyhurst today does pass the test of INTEGRITY,
and according to a certain American President
Athe supreme quality for | eadership I s unqgue

(in case you're wondering, that was Eisenhower!).

A good | itmus test for integrity is the pray

That the College has absorbed its spirit and practice is thanks to the staff and to the
superb support given by Fr Porter and the Jesuit Institute.

Integrity of life is as important for Discernment as methods and techniques.

As our adoptive Stonyhurst poet, Hopkins, pu

My second criterion is whether they have a Christlike spirit of

COMPASSION, RESPECT and SERVICE. | sometimes think that the most
power f ul word in the Bible is a wWoASd of |just



Jesus sayS,|l nhave KAoved youo.

During the Second World War some young people in Italy used to meet and pray,

asking themselves what would it mean, to love AS Jesus does. It transformed their
lives, and began a new movement.

That same spirit of loving service is in the air at Stonyhurst:

Thirdly: CREATION. Ignatius used to love to gaze at the night sky and the stars

and reach out to their Creator. Like Pope Francis, he would be enthusiastic for our
Planet and Ecology.

Who did Sir David Attenborough describe as
Afone of the first people anywhere to recc

was of great importance, but that it needed protection as humanity makes more and
more demands on ito ?

That was Charles Waterton.......... 0.S. And if Waterton wandered around his old
school now he would find much to impress and delight him.

So, 3 criteria: Il ntegri ty. ... ... Compassi

I'll spare you my other 24 criteria, but there's one over-arching one.
Ignatius would say:- i s osoundstas if their education is flourishing,

but one more question: are the ALUMNI multipliers? ... Do they just flourish in their
own cocoon ? Or are they always looking to work with Our Lord to spread the
Gospel, and compassion, and humane values.....and integrity........... wherever they
are ?0



| believe the answer is a resounding YES for a high proportion, and a striking sign of
that is in the Stonyhurst Association, and all the good you're involved in, and the way
you support each other in Christlike dedication and service here and around the

globe.

Witness, that the annual holiday at St Mary's Hall for Disabled Children has
sprouted.

For example, one OS family is responsible for seven such holidays annually.

Tim Livesey's charity to Embrace the Middle East springs from the same motivation.

Witness too the Association's work for bursaries for those less privileged:

that évitali'!s. .. é&.... as | know from my own exf

bursaries for the less privileged are vital

Thank God, the Association doesn't rest on its laurels and preen itself.
It lives the motto of Ignatius: MAGIS, More !

In other words QUANT JE PUIS.

So...For all that makes up the College family,
let's rise and drink to the health and flourishing
of..STONYHURST !

(ED; most of us would like to think that St Ignatius would also have been



horrified at AThe Visitat osureofBedumdnt).br ought a

GISS - GOSS

GISS T GOSS is THE REVIEW gossip column with tittle-tattle gleaned from various
sources.

AGoodbye to North Yorkshireo.

Il n the | ast few years | have had many missiyv
Yor kshireo. Thes eMichaarRerrdttfYoumg whbse deatralt e
mentioned earlier in the REVIEW. | felt Michael epitomised many aspects of the OB:



he very much enjoyed his schooldays despite going through the deprivations of the
last War. He made many friends and stayed in contact in his early years in the Army.
However often on the move he drifted away and lost touch with the BU and it was
only when he was widowed and into his Nineties that by chance he came across the
Website and got in touch. There followed a beavering away at his archives and
sending me snippets of information and photos of wartime Beaumont and although
we never met and he never came to a BU gathering | came to know him well through
our correspondence.

His | ast fAHallo from North Yorkshireo came
will miss, not only a man who continued the extraordinary Beaumont tradition in
Military Intelligence, but a good friend.

AfnHall o from North Yorkshirebo

0]



Just to say how much | enjoyed your latest Review; as usual full of interest. It
prompted me to recall a few other OBs of 1941/44, whom [I'd failed to mention in
my previous list of memories to you. For the record, my fellow pupils also included :

Paddy Summers son of 'Mutt' Summers, the famous Vickers Test pilot involved in
the proving of the Dam-busters' modified Lancasters and development of the
'‘bouncing bomb'. In connection do see : 'Chastise’ Max Hastings' latest book..

Philip (Humphrey) McNair Jones., then Oriel College, Oxford, Wartime Service
Royal Marines including being stationed at Deal during the German cross-channel
bombardment, subsequently journalist South Vietham, and edited Far East
Economic Review in Hong Kong

Lionel Gracey. Last seen at Cambridge University in 1945, but | see Lionel still
donates to the Fisher Society; probably like me in memory of Mgr Gilbey.

Richard Dunhill, a member of the family owning the well-known Jermyn Street
store

I'm also attaching - Resting on my sculls alongside 'The Bells' and other
Beaumont rowing activity in the background, 1 think in 1943. Very close to a small
cafe where on notable occasions a boiled egg and sometimes baked beans were
available as a special wartime treat !

- A PR shot of me and Richard Dunhill at the 1942 Beaumont pit-prop cutting camp,
West Kingsdown, Kent.

| hope | haven't over- bored you with these further snippets!



( <

Michael P-Y with Richard Dunhilli pi t pr oppi ngo



The Beaumont HCPT Legacy

As | mentioned at the start of this REVIEW, This has been put together by John
Flood: -



The 1958 Group



In a missive to John Flood, John Wolff wrote: A minor miracle which answers

some of your questions. In preparing to see Henry Stevens this afternoon | was

searching for a photo album of the under 14 rugby teams through to the 1st XV

1953-1958which Henry and | were in. Sadly not to be found. However, | did come

across an album of my first visitSeeo Lourdes
above.

Furthermore there is a small photo of us boarding a plane at Blackbushe.

So Blackbush was 1958 and there were 18 of us including Gillick in the group

Back row | eft to ri ghtJPeoge AiStepheh, &dMulcayt it OOL
,Anthony d,Ombrain, M.Wood, A,Synnott, R.Hewins, P.Haddon.

Next row M.Bingham, Mitchell, A. O06 C o d.Welff, Bernard ,R.J.Gillick
,R.Bellamy ,R. de la Grange, P.Doyle.

| think the Catholic Ass had no room for us on the train, nor for some particularly
heavy cases, so 56 of wus flew from Bl ackbush
mid sixties.



Lourdes processmns

= HANDIGAPPED children who went to Lourdes
: rimage,
 led the procession of the Blessed Sacrament eac
afternoon in the Domam. Some of the
= in wheeled chairs.
Boys from Beaumon

College gave up their

Easter hohdays to act as

brancardiers for -

children.

y g; ’chem had travelle b

Beaumont had its own Pilgrimage to Lourdes at Easter in the mid 1950s. After HCPT
was founded, initially Beaumont boys were available to assist an individual group
when this was desired, for example to assist at the Stations of the Cross. The 1961
HCPT list of pilgrims includes Michael Bedford (OB 62) as the first Beaumont boy
to be allocated as a helper to an HCPT group for the pilgrimage, this in Group 6 with
Fr Handley Lillie SJ. From 1962 the Beaumont pilgrimage merged into HCPT and
boys were allocated, generally in pairs, to some of the groups each year until 1967.

Harry Hewitt (OB 31) was the first Beaumont Group leader in 1958, followed by
Freddie Wolff (OB 29) in 1959. Fr Handley Lillie SJ was group leader of group 8.
John Wolff (OB 58) became group leader of group 2 in 1962, John Bedford (OB
55) of group 18 in 1964, Patrick Burgess of group 24 (OB 63) and Michael
Burgess of group 1 (OB 64) in 1965 and Brian Burgess (OB 67) of group 35 in
1969. Other OBs who Gerry Green (OB 64), have been group leaders have
included Robert Bruce (OB 64) of group 1, Mike Wortley (OB 65) of group 24
and Jeremey Hawthorne (OB 67) of group 35. John Flood (OB 65) stepped in
once in the 1970s at the last moment for Patrick Burgess for group 24 when work



prevented Patrick coming and then became the group secretary until 2016 and
Michael Bruce (OB 66 & OS 68) stepped in for his brother Robert for group 1 during
the Falklands War in 1982. OBs Descendant Group leaders have included Michael
Holford (OSJB 77) for group 2, Madeleine Stanimeros (neé Bedford) for group 42,
Christian Longley (nee Bruce) for group 1, Philippa Nash (neé Bedford) for group 42
and Lizzie Macwilliam (neé Wortley) for group 24. Groups 1, 2, 3, 18, 24, 35 and 42
have in the past all been led by OBs and some by OSJBs and/or their descendants.
There have also been at least 2 Hosanna House Groups led by them, including
Groups 503 & 542.

Beaumont and St Johndés old boys who have bee
include Brian Burgess and John Wolff and Chair of the Trust, Andrew Flood (OSJB

91). HCPT Trustees include Freddie Wolff and two of his grandchildren, Michael

Holford & Philippa Nash and Michael Wortley. IHCPT trustees have included lan

Bangham (OB 64) and Desmond Keane (OB 67), the latter also being Chair of

IHCPT.

There are many other Wolff, Bedford, Holford, Stevens, Burgess, Bruce, Wortley,
Flood, Houdret, Bailey & Hawthorne children & grandchildren who, although not

Beaumont nor St Johnds pupils, have been gro
are innumerable grandchildren and great grandchildren who may become helpers in
the future and thereby indirectly contribute

indefinitely beyond the death of the last Beaumont College boy.

There are also children and grandchildren who have been taken to Lourdes with
HCPT, either on account of a disability or accompanying their parents or
grandparents.

The London Beaumont Region was funded in the 1980s from groups that at the time

were led by OBs or their offspring. The Cintra café had been discovered by group 24

shortly after it opened in the 1970s and subsequently became the LBR café until its

closure earlier this decade. In 2004 Michael (OB 62) & Mandy Bedford founded the

BOFs as a group to enable OBs to observe and support the HCPT Pilgrimage. Over

the last 16 years 28 OBs and Hon OBs and many of their spouses have enjoyed this
experience, sever al each year. Ot her OBOs st
its Venerable section, and also IHCPT.

Jean Vanier (OSJB 37) (deceased May 2019) , the founder of Lo
149 homes for disabled adults worl dwi de, wa



before the family moved back to Canada. He was one of the principal speakers at

the Lourdes 150" Anni ver sary HCNamesdCad d refde rbeynce on d
2008. His talk can now be viewed or read at https://www.hcpt.org.uk/jean-vanier-at-
hcpt-conferenceand the 2016 film 6Summelrd Airrc hteh && Ha |
life.

Brother Michael, before his death, expressed his delight that the legacy of Beaumont
was marked on 28" November 2019 and is now documented, as well as his surprise
and pleasure that so many from Beaumont have been involved over the years.

Mystery colours



https://www.hcpt.org.uk/jean-vanier-at-hcpt-conference
https://www.hcpt.org.uk/jean-vanier-at-hcpt-conference

John Marshall sent me this photo of the mosaic memorial to Archbishop William
Laud in Wells cathedral where he was Bishop before London and the Canterbury. |
can find no apparent reason why what became our own colours should frame the
memorial. Laud of course was high Church and lost his head to a Puritan parliament
and a weak king and without due trial. Do | detect a Beaumont allegory?

Farewell to the EU and all that:-

As we say goodbye to the EU, | discover that apart from the late Baron Philippe de
Schoutheetewh o was Bel gi uRapreserRagive im Brossets, another
OB played a leading role for Spain in the organisation.

Fernando Merry del Val (62) spent a year at Beaumont learning the language and

the English way of life. His great Grandfather Pedro was the only one and the

youngest of the 4 Merry del Val brothers who
were Alfonso (Marquis and Ambassador), Rafael (Cardinal and Secretary of State)

and Domingo (Engineer and wine grower).



On leaving Beaumont Fernando returned to Madrid to finish his secondary education
before studying Business administration both at Harvard and INSEAD. Since then he
worked in both the public and private business sectors He developed his career in
various positions of the Spanish Administration in the field of Commerce and the
Economy. He has held the roles of General Director of Commercial Policy, Deputy
Secretary General of the Ministry of Economy and Finance

He was a member of the team that negotiated the accession of Spain to the
European Economic Community in 1984, Chief Economic and Commercial Advisor
in Washington, Commercial Counsellor in the Permanent Representation of Spain
before the EU in Brussels between 1999 and 2002.

He has worked in several Spanish and foreign companies. As Commercial Director
of the National Hydrocarbons Institute, he was responsible for the adaptation of the
Spanish Petroleum Monopoly after Spain entered the EEC, selected the Repsol
brand and founded Repsol SA. He also worked at British Petroleum, Texas
Instruments Spain and Thermoelectro.

He was The Minister of Economy and Innovation and Counsellor of Economy and
Consumption in the Autonomous Community of Madrid and a member of the
Advisory Council for the Madrid region. In particular he has promoted and
undertaken the creation of technology parks in the region and promoted the image of
Madrid and its tourism throughout the world

Also during ten years he developed the entrepreneurial activity, founding and
presiding over several international training and consulting companies.

Fernando is married with four children and lives primarily in Madrid.

it could be said that the EU now has

AREBEL | N T HNoel Browne ©B34)



Irish Repertory Theatre, New York 2017

Patrick Fitzgerald in the lead role (with a BU tie!)

Dr. Noel Browne was elected to the Irish Parliament in the general election of 1948.

Handsome, intense, arrogant, and unpredictable, he was only 33 years of age, with

few political skills but a burning ambition to rid Ireland of the scourge of tuberculosis

which had wiped out most of his family. Upon
S ¢ h e tha gan to provide free postnatal care to women and children under the

ageofledhe qui ckly found himself at odds with t
and ex-Irish Republican Army chief, Sean McBride, and the ruthless, obsessive

tactician, Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. John Charles McQuaid.



Lar ry KRebeWhratime®sul closely examines the manoeuvring of these three
charismatic people and the ensuing crisis that brought down the government and
changed Irish life forever.

Reviews

fA politically-c har ged drama t hatos bot h Rehbelindhemat i ve
Soul is your chance to experience some of the most formidable characters in Irish

hi story up cl ose and personal i n 1o iSsthagReeper
Buddy.

fLooksi nt o the shadowl ands -doefc klerri sdbutaimdpsot or y € a

firheshowissuperb and the cast is just i¢risheat éYouod
Examiner

fConsistently g r i p pBroadgvay Blog

Al urge everyone ptloaBlisok €e Mabazitke spl endi d

THE MOTHER AND CHILD SCHEME i THE ROLE OF CHURCH AND STATE.

Rhona McCord



an
macor
13
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WHAT THE NEW SERVICE MEANS TO EVERY FAMILY

The 2012 controversy arising from the tragedy of the death of a pregnant woman at

Gal way University Hospital was not the first
caused a controversy in Irish society. The campaign to introduce pro-choice

legislation in the Republic of Ireland in 2012 bears some similarities to the attempt by

Dr. Noel Browne in 1951 to introduce the famous Mother and Child scheme.

Attempts made by Irish governments between 1945-1953 to reform the health

service to include health care for new mothers and their infants resulted in one of the
countryo6és biggest controversies, subsequent/|
Scheme, of March/April 1951. This period was marked by what Maeve Wren

described as O0Oa sébébriteveenf btiisth@ampis¢c katctloes ar
ended with the quashing of the proposal.[1]

Failure to introduce the Mother and Child Scheme was due to a number of factors
involving the vested interests of the I.M.A. (Irish Medical Association) and the ability
of non-parliamentary lobby groups to influence government policy. The public
controversy surrounding the abandonment of the scheme and the subsequent
resignation of the then Minister for Health, Dr. Noel Browne is well documented and


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#1
https://irishrep.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/March-MotherandChildBooklet.jpg

is a reflection of the weakness of Irish Governments in challenging the authority of
the Catholic Church in this period.

Dr . Browneds attempt to bring in progressive
was fiercely resisted by the Catholic Church and the medical profession. This article

re-examines the events and poses two questions, firstly was this was a clash of

Church and State or a successful intervention by the medical lobby to protect their

vested interests? And secondly was this a defining moment in the decline of Catholic

authority in the hearts and minds of ordinary people in the Republic of Ireland?

The 1945 Departmental Committee on Heath Services, was set up to examine the
Irish health service and make official proposals for reform. The Department of Local
Government and Health, of which the Committee was part, was considered at the
time to be a radical and innovative agency.

In parallel with the introduction of the National Health Service in the United Kingdom,
post-war Irish governments attempted to implement universal health care in the
Republic of Ireland in the late 1940s and early 1950s.

The report written by the chief medical officer, Dr. James Deeney, has been

described as, 06t he mo saducedardthedrishilheatho c ument eve
s er v i[2tTéesréport proposed the provision, on a phased basis, of a free medical

service for the whole population. The scheme was to be administered by G.P.s as

state-paid medical officers, mirroring the National Health Service (NHS) in the United

Kingdom. The subsequent Public Health Bill, 1945, incorporated the main points of

De e ney 6 sThiswap @hblue print for medical reform in Ireland.

The year 1947 saw the establishment of a separate Department of Health with Dr.

James Ryan, of Fianna FS8il, as DriRganpubuntryos
forward a Health Bill in 1947, which included the provision for a mother and child

service, coinciding with the extension of the NHS into Northern Ireland. It was at this

point that the IMA raised their objections.


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#2

Dr. Ryan was aware of the need for support from the medical profession i

commenting in the D8il after the passing of
decided on whatever necessary changes would have to be made, a very big cog in
the whole machinery woul dTheissuebfliree medkcdl i c a | pr o

care without a means test was the main bone of contention for the I.M.A. and they
argued that those who were able to pay would be subsidised by the State.

Further debate in the DAil, was covered by The Irish Times on June 11, 1947, giving

a clear indication of the growing opposition from the medical establishment. Dr. T.F.

O6Hi ggins of Fi ne @@ftheloppdsition to the Billcanma) mo s t
commented, Othe most efficient dispensary of
already, and there were grave doubts whether they could carry out their new

dut i3eso.

O6Hi gggtiantsed t hat OEvery woman and every chil
patient by | aw, and 60% to 70% of ordinary d
on women anfd] chil dren. o

There were also concerns about the financial implications of providing free health

care. James Dillon said that the bill would 6ma
doctors to set up and start work side by side with the dispensary doctors as they did

at pr BlsAetmstpdint there were no references to the religious implications of

the Public Health Bill.

Another aspect of the growing opposition to the bill was the question of

socialization. The political ideology behind Aneurin B e v a n &ase state Wwas being
referred to as 6écreeping sociali sméThand f or
Irish Medical Association would never accept the socialization of medicine, as it

would have impacted negatively on their privileged position within Irish society. The

idea of a no-means-test health service was always going to be rejected by the

conservative forces in the country.


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#3
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#4
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#5

Eamonn McKee, in a study of the Mother and Child scheme for Irish Historical

Studies, argued that vested interest was at the heart of the controversy and the

vested interest was primarily that of the I.M.A.[6] McKee also noted that the
6socialisationd argument was often applied t
O0Ref er encleesp abryt menret of Finance to O0sociali sa
array of arguments deployed when confronted by a major initiative involving

increased outlay by the exchequer and further recruitment to the ranks of the civil

ser v[ilcebd.

McKee took the argument further to suggest that the Mother and Child controversy

did not represent a clash between Church and State simply because they were not
fundamentally opposed, he said oOntmesolatelyCat hol i
committed to its Catholicism, the perspectives of church and state are similar. To

characterise the issue as one of church versus state is to ignore this and fail to see

the logic not only of the lack of protest before health legislation was enacted but also

its easy res@lution in 19530

THE CATHOLIC HIERARCHY 6 S POSI T1 ON

Archbishop John Charles McQuaid

The Catholic hierarchy did not voice any public opposition to the scheme until it
came to a head during the administration of the first inter-party government (a


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#6
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#7
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#8
https://irishrep.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/mcquaid.jpg

coalition of Fine Gael, Labour, Clan na Poblachta National Labour and Clann na

Talmhan, whichc ame t o power in 1948) wunder the | eac
Costello. The inter-party government had inherited the Mother and Child scheme and

none of its leading players could have predicted the trouble it would cause

them. Costello as a staunch Catholic was against anything which would undermine

the Churchoés mor al authority while most of h
no means test scheme.

When the idea of free health care did resurface, the Catholic hierarchy decided to
write to Taoiseach John A. Costello to voice their concerns about the scheme,
Costello, for unclear reasons, decided to delay in passing these concerns on to the
minister for Health, Dr. Noel Browne.

The Catholic Hierarchy objected to the provision for advice on family planning,
claiming this was the Churchdés prerogative.

This decision created enough confusion between Browne and the Archbishop of
Dublin, Dr. John Charles McQuaid, to heighten tensions between the two

men. Costello compounded this by making a decision not to pass on to the bishop a
memorandum written by Browne addressing the concerns raised by the Church.

Mc Quai débs objections were thredieschethe t he fir
intended to discuss family planning with women, which McQuaid believed was the

remit of the Church and that the State was not entitled or qualified to interfere

in. Secondly, McQuaid rejected the increased role of the State in the life of the

individual, which he described with some exaggeration as a step towards

totalitarianism. Finally, in an argument that mirrored the concerns of the medical

profession, he objected to the fact that the scheme proposed no means test.



The hierarchy argued against the no-means-test element of the scheme because it

was, Onot s ound emboleicamyunitymn therpretext of relieving the

10% fromso-c al | ed i ndi gni t yBarenftontargues tmakttasnissvhene st 6 .

the Churchover-st epped its authority, OThese object]
sphere of the bi s hdecbogedtharguméntsafuhe medical t y an
profession in resistf9ng Dr. Browneds schemeb

When Noel Browne pushed ahead with the introduction of the scheme he was still
largely unaware that McQuaid was still dissatisfied. Noel Browne was a new comer
to party politics and a first time minister. He was a medical doctor, trained at Trinity
College and had worked briefly in the NHS; he firmly believed that money should not
change hands between a doctor and patient.

As a survivor of Tuberculosis he was personally inspired to tackle the issue. He
allocated a significant amount of department resources into the building of sanatoria
for the treatment of T.B.[10] Browne, regularly used radio as a means of
communicating with the public, it was on his return from a radio interview to promote
the scheme when he was handed a letter from the Archbishop. The letter
communicated to him in ominous terms that the scheme as proposed by him was
unacceptable to the Catholic hierarchy.[11]

Michael Mclnerney the author of a retrospective feature in The Irish Times in 1967
explained the hierarchyo6s position O0Thaey f el
proposals were in accordance with Catholic moral teaching, and considered that the

powers being taken were in direct opposition to the rights of the family and of the

indi vidual and wer d12]l i able to great abuseb.

The ideological issue of State control was the root of their fears. The Church feared

that state power was a step towards socialis
provide for the health of the children belonged to the parents not to the State. The

State had the right to[l8§luppl ement not to sup


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#9
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#10
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#11
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#12
http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#13

BROWNEOGOS RESPONSE

Dr.Noel Browne

The validity of the Churchoés argument was ch
autobiography when vbargexistencewfdhe extstn@gftee no-6 T h e
means-test schemes within our own social, education and health services, as well as
the British N.H.S. in the North, patently ga

schefmgo.

The hierarchy argued that the mother and chi
social teaching on matters of family planning and that free health care in certain
countries included a gynaecologist and abortion service. At a meeting with Cardinal

Dalton of Armagh, Browne pointed to the cont
6The Cardinal made no attempt to answer the
I put to him, about the use of Aneurin Bevan

in Norther[ I rel andd.

This contradiction existed because the Churc
conflict was not as straightforward as they would have liked people to believe.

McKee argued that there was a link between the medical profession, the hierarchy

and the government he suggested that it oOowas
thread emanated: the headquarteil§McKee t he Kni
suggests that vested interest groups in high positions conspired with the hierarchy to

use the Church to derail the scheme.


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#14
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The Churchdés objections were intertwined wit
opposing the Mother and Child Scheme.

Heexplai ned O6What brought the hierarchy into t|
demonstration of the innate connection between the survival of private practitioners

in public health and the safeguardi[flvgt of Cat
was ultimately a combination of the forces of the Church, medical profession and

weak government personnel, which resulted in the derailing of the scheme and the

controversial resignation of Dr. Browne.

In reality it was the combined power of the Catholic Church and the Irish Medical
Association, which succeeded in blocking the Mother and Child scheme. Both parties
were able to exploit the differences within the five-party-coalition. The inexperience
of the government and the difficulties that arose from attempting to balance the
divergent groups within the coalition proved a destabilizing factor.

THE RESIGNATION OF NOEL BROWNE

The fact that Browne could not get support from within his own cabinet made it made
it impossible for him to take on the Church and the medical profession. His party
leader Sean McBride knew this but made no attempt to back him. In a letter to The
Irish Times in April 1951 McBride said that he had pointed out the difficulties to

Br owne 0i ntheogpbsitioniobthre medaal profession, he was faced with


http://wp.me/pBcWB-24O#17
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