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Fifty years ago a summer term was mid-way: a term like no other; ñAve Atque Valeò 

Beaumont in its final days with numbers reduced to not many more than those that 

had arrived in 1861. A strange time, yet defiant by all accounts of those that were 

there. A Spirit of ñwhatever was achieved in the past we will strive to do betterò. 

Societies and sport flourished, no Lords Match but the VIII was extremely promising. 

The Beaumont Jesuits and Boys  carried on till the last day of term  as Derek Young 

(32) (Wartime soldier and journalist) wrote ñ I went  to the Chapel  and imagined 

again the Eton Collared throng at Vespers on Sunday evening of long ago, I walked 

across the lawns to the Corpus Christie Oak  and thought of the Pange lingua under 

a June sky: and then I was on the cricket field again with the deserted nets, the 

locked pavilion, the White House gleaming down below, the grass the space, the 

encompassing trees. I hadnôt reckoned in the Thirties with always being part of that 

stream that had flowed for well over a century: but when I drove away from 

Beaumont on that last day of the last term, I knew a lot betterò.  However, one should 

not forget the words of Hal Dickens, the then Vice President of the BU, when he 

wrote of the naiveté, ineptitude and treachery of the Jesuit hierarchy. For me it was 

expressed in the words said at The Laying up of The Colours ñI receive these 

Colours and assure you that they will be safely and reverently cared forò. Within 

months they were found lying on a pile of debris outside what had been our Chapel. 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

THE BU LUNCH 



 

This is a special anniversary year and worthy to be exceptionally remembered. 

 

MONDAY 9th OCTOBER at the Caledonian Club. The cost is going to be subsidised 

and rest assured that both food and wine will remain at the same high standard. So 

£50 for the 50th Anniversary Lunch. 

 

OUTLINE. 

 

11 am. Mass in thanksgiving for The Beaumont Union at Farm Street: 

 

            Missa de Angelis  

 

11.50 am. Coaches provided to the Caledonian Club 

 

 12 noon. Bar opens. 

 

 1 pm. Lunch.  

 

Please make every effort to attend. 

 

 

 

THE ó67s DINNER. 

 

David Fettes writes:- 

 

The dinner hasnôt exactly been postponed - when I started the process of organising 

it, I proposed to the lads a number of dates starting in May, but it became like picking 

up mercury with a fork since holidays, half-terms for grandparenting duties etc all got 



in the way for some so I came up with the radical idea of the 11th November with the 

Remembrance Sunday gathering the day after to attend for those who wanted. 

 

So, 11th November it is with a 100% agreement.  There will be thirty of us, plus 

twenty wives so fifty in all.  They will be coming from USA, Australia, Costa Rica, 

Europe and even some from the UK! 

 

 

 

OBITUARIES 

 

I regret to inform you of the death of Peter Poels (36), oldest member of the BU. 

Paul Leonard (40), Richard Hoghton (55). Mike Allen MBE (53). Alvaro Holguin 

(45). Major General Christopher Tyler CB (52), the last of the OB Generals.  

 

There will be a memorial service for Christopher on Monday 24 July 2pm at St 

Maryôs Ascot SL5 9JF 

 

Please also remember in your prayers Elizabeth Ross Williamson wife of Hugh who 

died suddenly just before Christmas. 

 

Lu Chmelar (53) died last year and I only heard by chance: I have put together a 

tribute with the other Obituaries 

 

If Members are able to assist by writing a tribute/obituary for any of the departed it 

would help me enormously. 

 

 

 

REAL TENNIS 

 

Can no one play? Robin Mulcahy is still looking for a partner ñmadly, truly, deeplyò to 

represent the BU on Court. Names to me and I will pass them on. 



 

 

 

WEBSITE 

 

The BOER WAR ARCHIVE has been completed and can be found in the HISTORY 

section.  

 

IN THE NEWS 

 

LOURDES 

 

Once again the BU, mainly the BOFS were in Lourdes for the HCPT Pilgrimage at 

Easter. The BOF contingent flew out of Stansted organised brilliantly as always by 

Mandy Bedford. This year Paul Bedford was with us after a few years absence as 

was Derek Hollamby, otherwise apart from the Editor there were the usual culprits 

ï The Baron, Bill Gammell, Tony Outred, Richard and Marylu Sheehan. Arriving 

by car was Robert Schulte, (Chinese wine buyers prevented Agnes from coming) 

Guy and Paula Bailey. Tony and Bibi Parish also had to decline at the last 

moment. 

 

 

 



 

 

 Monsignor James Curry ï Fr Jim from Our Lady of Victories Kensington (church 

rebuilt by Adrian Gilbert-Scott OB) once again came to look after our spiritual 

needs.  

 

 

 

THE BOFS 

 



It says a great deal for the memory of Mike that others had flown in from the States 

and South Africa to be with us. Prior to departure the BOFS had raised enough funds 

to send a further 7 children to Lourdes, 

 

Glorious weather awaited us in Lourdes with hardly a cloud in the sky during our 

stay. Once again we were admirably looked after by the staff at ñGrand Hotel 

Moderneò. 

 

 

 

 In the four days we followed our ritual starting with the HCPT Trust Mass in the 

Basilica ï an experience like no other and a credit to the Chairman Andrew Flood 

(Hon).  

 

 

 

 That Evening it was off to The Riviera Sol for Beaumont night: Mark Lake joining us 

for dinner having spent the day skiing at Cauterets. 

 



 

 

 For the Carmen we were reinforced by John Flood (Race Night Organiser) who 

had left for Lourdes well in advance of us as he was in the ñSweep carò for the 

cyclists doing their charity ride through France. 

 

 Patrick (former Gp leader) and Maggie Burgess, Robert ñBootneckò Bruce 

(former Chairman Beaumont Region and Gp Leader), Mike Wortley (former Trustee, 

Hon Treasurer and Gp Leader) made up the numbers and the volume. Among those 

watching the annual rendition were HCPT POLAND who the BU had helped to fund 

and launch some three years ago: their numbers now increased to sixty ïanother 

success story. 

 

 



 

Friday we had Mass at The Ukrainian Church followed by our picnic in the mountains 

at Garvanie. 

 

 

 

HCPT Picnics at Gavarnie 

 



 

 

ñTrotters in the troughò 

 

 

 

 Saturday we had Mikeôs memorial Mass in the garden at Bartres and then a stroll to 

our ñgrande bouffeò in the village. 

 


