
 

 

First 75 years 

The following photographs depict Beaumont in its early years, the majority taken 

before the Great War. There are a number of postcards: Beaumont seems to have 

been one of the very few schools to have had a series taken of the college life and 

are a useful pictorial history of not only the buildings and grounds but also of school 

activities.  

 

The portrait of Queen Victoria that was presented and signed by her following her 

first visit to Beaumont in 1882. 

 

History of the estate 

Beaumont was once called Remenham, after Hugo de Remenham, who held the 
land at the end of the 14th century. After a period in the ownership of the Tyle family, 
the estate was successively occupied in the 17th century by John Morley, Francis 
Kibblewhite, William Christmas and Henry Frederick Thynne, who was clerk to the 
Privy Council in the reign if Charles II. 

In 1714 it was inherited by Thomas Thynne, who was created Lord Weymouth, and 
30 years later it was bought by Sophia Duchess of Kent. At that time the grounds 



 

 

extended right down to the river. In 1751 the Duke of Roxburghe purchased it for his 
eldest son, the Marquis of Beaumont (then a boy at Eton) and renamed it Beaumont. 

In 1786 Beaumont Lodge acquired its most celebrated tenant- Warren Hastings, the 
first Governor-General of India. "I have bought a very pleasant little estate of 91 
acres at Old Windsor called Beaumont Lodge," he wrote to a friend. It cost him 
£12,000. 

His trial in the House of Lords on charges of cruelty and corruption in India had 

started six months before. It was to last seven years, and end in his acquittal. He 

only lived at Beaumont for three years however. In 1789 he sold the estate, which 

included the Bells of Ouseley public house and the adjoining Duncalves Close to 

Henry Griffith, an Anglo-Indian. Griffith pulled down the Beaumont Lodge building, 

which had stood for about 100 years, and engaged an architect named Henry Emlyn 

to erect the house which still stands, and which the boys of Beaumont knew as The 

White House. 

Emlyn comprehensively redesigned and extended the house turning it into a nine 

bay, more classical villa. He had pioneered the design of the óBrittanic Orderô, 

characterised by double-thickness columns at the base of the shaft, which then split 

part way up the shaft to become two columns, with oak leaves and the Star of the 

Order of the Garter making up the column capitals. Very few examples of this Order 

now survive, which adds to the significance of the Beaumont Estate, though in this 

case the foliage is replaced with Prince of Wales feathers within the column capitals, 

with the Garter insignia instead being applied to large escutcheon shields attached to 

the columns. 

In 1805 Beaumont was bought for nearly £14,000 by Viscount Ashbrook, who was a 
friend of George IV. He built Ouseley Lodge on Duncalves Close for his son-in-law 
Captain Every. After his death in 1847 his widow disposed of the Bells of Ouseley 
but lived at Beaumont until 1854, when she sold it to the Society of Jesus. 

The following five drawings depict Beaumont as it was built by Henry Emlyn F.S.A. 

òan architect who, if he failed to produce a masterpiece, has at least produced a 

curiosity which is absolutely uniqueò. It was certainly much liked by artists during the 

late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

 



 

 

 

 Beaumont Lodge drawn by John Hakewill who painted many of the great houses of 

England in the latter part of the 18th century. This is the earliest depiction of what 

became known as the White House. 

 

 By William Westall A.R.A. best known for his landscape paintings of Australia and 

his ñartistic licenceò in his paintings. The period is about 1820. 

 



 

 

 

By John Gendall, an artist often associated with Ackermanns and their early work 

with lithographs. 

 

 

By William Daniell R A, landscape and marine artist, well known for his aquatints. He 

produced several works of Windsor Castle and also worked extensively in India.  

 



 

 

 

By John P Neale an architectural and landscape draughtsman popular with 

engravers. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Bells of Ouseley in 1820. 

Vulgarly called the Bells of Bosely or Bouzely; this house was originally built for the 

accommodation of bargemen, and others navigating the river Thames between 

London and Oxford. It has a sign of six bells, i. e. the bells of Osney. It was the 

adopted ñwatering holeò of the Beaumont Union sporting Clubs and the BU Fascist 

Group of the 1930s.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1885: Dickens's Dictionary of the Thames: 

"Bells of Ouseley", a tavern on the Berks bank, at Old Windsor; about a mile below 
the lock, and close to Beaumont Roman Catholic College. Good accommodation can 
be had, and the house is noted for its ale. The scenery here is very pretty ...  

The original Inn was burnt down in 1936 and rebuilt. 

 

The Bells and the Beaumont Reach in 1908 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The lane from The Bells past Ouseley Lodge to the main gates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Gate Lodge and main gates. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The main drive curved in a serpent up to the White House. 

 

 

 

 

1880 
There were cattle from the home farm in the meadows from the opening of the 
school up until its closure. 



 

 

Architectural note. 
 It was under the Schoolôs ownership that the Beaumont Estate site underwent its 
first significant phase of development. The original plans for a magnificent Chapel in 
the Gothic style by the first Rector Fr Eccles with a chancel of over 140 ft came to 
naught: the foundations were laid but it remained a dream. 
 

 
 
 
Economy and retrenchment were the order of the day and in its place  an equivalent 
three storey brick Chapel was built to the northeast of the house in 1870, executed to 
a design by Joseph Hanson. The Theatre or School Hall was built beside it. There 
are indications that Hanson also carried out adaptations to the house itself at this 
time, principally in relation to connecting it satisfactorily with the new wings to the 
southeast, which were also constructed in the 1860s/70s.( Refectory, playrooms with 
classrooms and dormitories above). These south eastern extensions appear to have 
been designed in at least three phases, possibly four, based on their varying 
architectural design. Ultimately however they collectively create a large L-shaped 
extension range to the house.  
It may be that parts of the L-shaped south eastern range were designed by Hanson 
as part of an ongoing design role at the site, recognising that some design details 
found in these ranges are consistent with those of the Chapel, notably the round-
headed windows, evidence on this is not as yet conclusive however. 
 
 



 

 

 

 1896. Note that what became St Josephôs Quadrangle was at the time an open 

space and the large glasshouses (Ambulacrum) to the south of the main buildings. 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 



 

 

 

1907 

The Chapel and Theatre block was built in 1870 

 

 

 

1911 

 



 

 

 

 

View from the White House to the main gates and the river. 

 

 

 

The Back or Captainsô Lawns 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The first or Hanson extension off The White House in 1865 as the school started to 

expand. 

The construction of the Wing (Library, Community etc) was started in 1876, it 
eventually necessitated the demolition of the two large glasshouses which had 
historically occupied this part of the site. The landscape and pathways in this part of 
the grounds were also redesigned to respond to this extension.  
The 1896-1899 period also saw further notable building added along the east 
elevation of the College, with the space between the Chapel and the service 
courtyard (St Josephôs) also being infilled at this time. 
 
 



 

 

 
   
Map showing the site in 1899 with the constructed wing that was eventually Higher 
line, Library and Old Community Block and the infill around St Josephôs Quadrangle. 
 

 

 



 

 

The Hanson extension to the White House begun in 1865 

 

 

 

The Pond in the Captainsô lawn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Espalier trees lining the gravelled way to what was to become the site of the war 

Memorial. 

              



 

 

 

Another view looking south towards the cricket Grounds and The Beeches. 

 

 



 

 

The Summer House long since demolished. The dog on the right could be Queenie 

or Remus one of several dogs over many years that had the run of both buildings 

and grounds and were firm friends of both masters and boys alike.   

 

The Corpus Christie Oak:  the site of the Grand Academies with speeches from a 

marquee donated by Hon Gerald Dillon which also served as the cricket pavilion up 

until 1882. The Oak was so named for the Homily preached there on the feast day 

each year and the destination of the procession of the Blessed Sacrament.  

 



 

 

 

The Ghost Walk 

Capt. Frederic Cournet French Navy killed by a compatriot in the last duel in England 

19 Oct.1852 close to the Beaumont Farm and is said to haunt this path through the 

woods 

 ñThus runs the tale in Beaumont lore, and mystery has ever hung around this spot 

where flowôrets fade, where neôer has thrush or linnet sung, in sombre shade the 

walk is clothed, and when at evôn the shadows fall, here reigns the silence of the 

tomb ómid gloomy precincts shunned by allò 

 

 

 



 

 

The Glass House or old ambulacrum that was demolished in 1889 to make way for 

the Building extension. The sanatorium can be seen in the background. 

 

 

 

 

The inside of the Glass house showing the grape vines. 

 

 



 

 

 The Jubilee Hall or new Ambulacrum built to mark the first 50 years of Beaumont in 

1911. To be used for indoor games, Corps parades, receptions and Speech Day. 

 

The Dairy which adjoined the farm was built by Fr Cassidy in about 1880. 

 Later the building would become the Laundry and then redeveloped into the ñOld 

Laundry Dormò. 

 


